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National Socialism UNDER
BRITISH
and the Holocaust RULE

The National Socialists seize

power in Germany. Their
hatred of Jews intensifies from the
initial exclusion of Jewish life to deportations and mass mur-

29 November 1947

The UN plan for partition

In Resolution 181, the United Nations (UN)
General Assembly calls for an end to the

—> British Mandate for Palestine and the
creation of an Arab and a Jewish state with

(city with special legal and political status)
under international administration. The plan
allocates 56 percent of the territory to the

Jewish state and 43 percent to the Arab state.

October — December 1956

The Suez Crisis vs.
Trilateral Aggression

In July 1956, Egyptian President
Gamal Abdel Nasser nationalises the
Suez Canal Company, which was
majority-controlled by Great Britain
and France, in order to diminish
foreign influence in Egypt.

After international negotiations on the

rights of use of the Suez Canal fail to

The Israeli settler movement

Israeli = settlement construction begins in

October 1967 after the victory in the = Six-Day War
and continues to this day. Between 1993 and 2000
alone, the number of settlers in the West Bank doubles
from 100,000 to just under 200,000. Today, more than
737,000 Israelis live in settlements in the West Bank and
East Jerusalem in violation of international law (as of the
end of 2024). Some of the settler population live there
because of economic incentives created by the Israeli
government; the cost of living is significantly lower thanks
to state subsidies. Moreover, national-religious Jews see

control over the West Bank (known to them as Judea and
Samaria) as a religious duty. Since 2021, there has been
a significant increase in violent attacks by settlers on the
Palestinian population. Although the settlers make up
only ten percent of the Jewish population in Israel, espe-
cially the national religious among them are politically
very influential. From the end of 2022 on they have been
members of the —>right-wing religious Netanyanhu
government for the first time, including the Minister of
National Security Itamar Ben-Guvir, who has a criminal
record for supporting a terrorist organisation.

“At the beginning I thought how great
it was [to be able to visit the Wailing Wall
again], I was really excited. After a while,

I saw the problems and realized that it’s not
that easy. I realized that the hatred against
us was growing on the other side.”
Jitzchak Feller, Israeli?

Jerusalem and its holy sites

Jerusalem is equally sacred to Jews, Christians,
and Muslims. This makes the city's status
particularly controversial in the Middle East conflict.
Jews pray in front of the Western Wall of the
Second Jewish Temple, known as the Wailing Wall,
which borders the Temple Mount. For Muslims,

the Holy Esplanade known as Haram al-Sharif
(Arabic for ‘noble sanctuary’), with the Dome of the
Rock and the Al-Agsa Mosque, is the most
important site in Islam after Mecca and Medina.
Furthermore, there are also holy sites and places
of importance to Christianity, especially in the Old
City and on the Mount of Olives. Following the

East Jerusalem in the = Six-Day War.

From an Israeli perspective, Jerusalem is thus
reunited, and the Wailing Wall is under Jewish
control again for the first time in almost

2,000 years. Access to the Holy Esplanade had
been regulated by an informally recognised
arrangement since the Israeli occupation of East
Jerusalem in 1967. According to this arrangement,
Israel controls access, which is open to everyone
in principle. However, only Muslims are allowed
to pray there. National religious Jewish settlers
repeatedly gain access to the plateau to pray
there, even though the Jewish Chief Rabbinate

Ma rch 1979

The Camp David Accords: the peace
treaty between Israel and Egypt

The two-state solution

The idea of resolving the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict by creating two independent states
is first formulated in 1937 by the Peel
Commission, which was appointed by
the British Mandate administration

(= British plan for partition). With the
1947 = UN plan for partition, the UN
General Assembly also proposes such

a solution. Negotiations between Israel
and the = PLO in the wake of the

— Oslo Accords raise hopes for the
realisation of a two-state solution. In the

“The violence was a reaction to

problems. And the problems lay in Israel’s

refusal to implement the peace process
and put an end to the occupation.”

1994 — present

Attacks on
the civilian population

Mustafa Barghouti, Palestinian doctor

. and politician*

On both sides of the conflict, opponents of the peace process try to sabotage
progress between Israel and the = PLO through terrorist attacks. In February

suicide attack at a bus station in Hadera. Violence escalates further during the
—Second Intifada. In June 2001, a Hamas suicide bomber kills 21 Israelis in
the Dolphinarium discotheque in Tel Aviv. In March 2002, another Hamas suicide

26 October 1994
Israel and Jordan

4 November 1995

The peace treaty between \ j

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and
peace treaty. Following the peace accord with Egypt
in 1979, this is only the second peace agreement
between Israel and one of its Arab neighbours.

German-Israeli relations

In the Luxembourg Agreement of 1952, the Federal
Republic of Germany undertakes to pay compensa-
tion to Israel and the Jewish Claims Conference

(an association of Jewish organisations representing
survivors of the = Holocaust) for the Jewish victims

of = National Socialism as a symbol of reparation
for the injustice perpetrated by the Nazis. This was

The Gaza wars

followed initially by secret military cooperation, and 2 ‘ - :
c: v o -...,‘%,_ h
P

the two countries subsequently established official .

January 2020

US President Trump presents his idea for resolving the
Middle East conflict, dubbed the ‘Deal of the Century.’

It does not provide for a sovereign Palestinian state and
envisages the annexation of around 30 percent of the
West Bank by Israel. In 2017, Trump recognises
—Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, effectively ruling
out the Palestinian claim to East Jerusalem as the
capital of their own state. In 2019, he recognises Israel’s
annexation of the Golan Heights.

“T have witnessed wars
from an early age. I myself fought
in the War of Independence, the Suez
War, the Six-Day War, the Yom Kippur
War and many other campaigns.
My son fought. My grandson fought.
He is lying wounded in hospital.
And I believe my grandson’s grandson

will also fight.”

Abraham Bar-Am, Israeli?

October 2025

An end to the Gaza war?

On October 6, negotiations begin in
Egypt on the details of a 20-point plan
presented by US President Trump
aimed at ending the =»>Gaza War. On
October 9, +>Hamas and the Israeli
government agree to implement the
first phase of the plan, resulting in a
cessation of hostilities. On October 13,
Hamas hands over all 20 surviving
Israeli hostages. In return, Israel

A large part of the Jewish state, however, is
desert land (Negev), which can only be settled
with great effort. The Arab members of the
UN vote against the plan, and the Palestinian
population is not consulted. As a result of the
vote on the plan for partition, existing violent
clashes between Jews and Arabs escalate

produce results, France, Great Britain
and Israel jointly attack Egypt but are
forced to withdraw under pressure .
from the United States and the Soviet lsrael

Union. With this measure, the US
5-10 June 1967

government wants to prevent other O\
Arab states from turning to the Soviet OV.\ g
~ ; The Six-Day War or June War

Union in response to the attack. 2

der. During the fifth Aliyah between 1932 and 1939, Jewish
emigration from Europe increases significantly, and the

The assassination
of Rabin

Following an historic speech by Egyptian President
Anwar Sadat in November 1977 before the Israeli parliament
(Knesset) in Jerusalem, a peace treaty between Egypt and

including many survivors of the =>Holocaust. As from 2010, there is an increase
in acts of violence by militant = Israeli settlers against the Palestinian
population in the West Bank. In February 2023, hundreds of settlers storm
through the village of Huwara, setting buildings and cars on fire killing one

and injuring 100 Palestinians. Settler violence increases significantly following
the =7t October terrorist attack by Hamas in 2023.

diplomatic relations in 1965. Since then, bilateral

- 023

Mass protests

early 2000s, several attempts in this direc-
tion fail, including those by US President
Clinton (= Camp David II, 2000), the
Arab League (2002) and the Middle East
Quartet (2003). In 2002, the UN Security
Council explicitly endorses a two-state
solution for the first time. The 2007
—Annapolis Conference leads to
far-reaching direct negotiations, which also

— First Arab-Israeli War, Jordan controls East
Jerusalem and thus also the holy sites. Between
1949 and 1967, Jews have no access to the

Wailing Wall. Israel invades

and leading rabbis in Israel oppose these visits.
They are regarded by Muslims as a threat to their
claim to the holy sites, which is why there have
been repeated violent clashes.

releases nearly 2,000 Palestinian pris-
oners, including 250 who had been
sentenced to life imprisonment. The
plan also calls for the complete with-
drawal of the Israeli army from the
Gaza Strip and the disarmament of
Hamas. A transitional government
made up of non-partisan Palestinian

relations have continued to strengthen. From the Following Palestinian rocket attacks, Israel December 2016

launches a military intervention in the Gaza Strip . T =
in December 2008. Around 1,400 Palestinians and Resolution 2334 on settlement =
13 Israelis are killed before a ceasefire is reached construction : =
in January 2009. =
: —

[
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proportion of the Jewish population in Palestine rises from mid-1990s onwards, Germany made an important

A Jewish extremist, Yigal Amir, The Gaza Disengagement Plan
assassinates Israeli

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin at
a peace rally in Tel Aviv. Rabin’s
death proves to be a serious

setback for the peace process

18 to 30 percent. Although the proportion of German Jews

contribution to Israel's nuclear deterrent by supplying

increases significantly, three-quarters of the immigrants do The US government under George W. nuclear-capable submarines. In addition, the German

Bush puts pressure on Israel to make con-
cessions in the peace process. Israeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon implements the
evacuation of settlements and military

state of war that had lasted since 1948, and Israel withdraws
from the Sinai Peninsula, which it had occupied since 1967,
and from the settlements it had built there. In response to
the peace agreement, the Arab League suspends Egypt's

Territory occupied
by Israel during the war

not come from Nazi Germany or countries under German
influence. At the Evian Conference in July 1938,
almost all participating states refuse to take in

— Netanyahu government’s planned judicial reform.
This would effectively amount to the abolition of the
separation of powers. From 2024 onwards, against the

government sees its support for a peace settlement

ln countries where we have
1882

lived for centuries we are still
cried down as strangers. (...)
Palestine (s our ever-memorable

UN Security Council Resolution 2334 condemns
Israeli = settlement construction in the occupied
Palestinian territories as a serious violation of

Zionism between Israel and its Arab neighbours as a

The killing of a senior leader of >Hamas’ military
wing in November 2012, is followed by eight days

. . . . and culminate in civil war.
Modern Jewish immigration to

the historical region of Palestine

The roots of Judaism lie in the land de-

more Jewish refugees, and in 1939 the Egypt's President Nasser deploys troops to the Sinai,
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Not least in response to anti-Semitic perse- T P lation in Mandatory Palestin A Palestinian state is not created; the peace’. This is based on the demand that Israel withdraw — (Hebrew for ‘Land of Israel’). Leading i > ﬂ 2 annexetlon of East Jerusalem. The UN Security time. Palestinian representatives are part in advancing the —Oslo peace process, P . G s st G 6 el ot rEsul for e e Bels: the Gaza Strip and 13 in Israel. including non-Jews, in Israel. Prmmple of government policy is the ‘exclusive ‘and inalienable Tl e anyahu calls an end to the cease-
Population in cution, the first Zionist Congress in Basel in g A I o2 ? o Yo i s e b i L West Bank is annexed by Jordan and from the occupied territories in return for a lasting peace. 2] representatives of the party advocate the 4 s? Council declares the annexation illegal under of the Jordanian delegation. but its importance diminishes following Justice declares the barrier tobe contrary - (SR T PN 00 . right of the Jewish Ipeople t? the whole eountry .Ill\letanyahu only _ _ fire, resumes the military offensive

pulation | 1897 calls for the creation of a *homeland i ’ ' = SR R R R R e e i i e i s WE international law in Resolution 478 and therefore . o - = . . Coon ¢ ST Y G . e T e T T e succeeds in returing to office by breaking a political taboo and prisoners (50:150). and drastically restricts the flow
historic Palestine (1882)': calls Tor the creation of a ‘homelana in the Gaza Strip comes under Egyptian B . annexation of the West Bank, that is its i ) - ' the =>assassination of Rabin. In the e ; tointernational law in 2004. St g | . Rt WU et e S T T e ) ) i ) . y
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tives of the —>Israeli settler movement, in his government.

Jews: 15,000 (3.2%) }
Arabs (Muslims and Christians: 453,000 (96.8%)

Arabs (Muslims and Christians): 1.31 million (67 %) four percent of the vote.

1945-1949

1955-1959 1960-1964 1990-1994 1995-1999 2015-2019 2020-2024

1965-1969 | 1970-1974 | 1980-1984 1985-1989 2000-2004
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== “What we were up against o “The bullet holes from the 1967 Q’ o, @ Populatlor.1 in Israel em_d L Final status issues Popule.ltlon n Isr.ae.l e ﬂ_1e ) 7 October 2023 : S 19 July 2024
Arab nationalism as &y was as clear as daylight for us Population in Israel and the war can still be seen on the wall of my e s BT \\N Sy the occupied Palestinian territories (1993)": occupied Palestinian territories (2022)': 4 ; v uty
July 1922 & Z | . Yy ’g : occupied Palestinian territories (1967)": h d M d s T ¢ 15 November 1988 \-\ . - 1996 Final status issues refer to particularly contentious issues . - The 7t October t ist attack g g . .
‘ ‘ S = Until this very day I can’t understand ouse today. (...) Money comes and goes, : S Israeli Jews: 4.34 million (60.2%) . . . . Israeli Jews: 7.10 million (48.1%) e ctober terrorist attac Ruling of the International
A separate national consciousness also Q & 6— 26 October 1973 NS _— between the parties to the conflict, the resolution of which _

September 2011

Palestine at the United Nations

Israeli Jews: 2.38 million (63.8%) that wasn’t so bad. But we lost our dignity —

how people don't realize that we faceda  ---... = ;
Palestinians and Israeli Arabs: 1.35 million (36.2%) and that’s the worst thing.
. Anwar Arafat, Palestinian?
r

continuation of the European Holocaust,
that we, the Jews in the land of Israel,

The British Mandate for Palestine ?\Q
During the First World War, the Ottoman Empire “

\%
is defeated and completely falls apart by 1922. Q‘\ pALEST'NE

Palestinian Declaration of Independence Palestinians and Israeli Arabs: 2.87 million (39.8%) is essential for a solution o the Middle East conflict: Palestinians and Israeli Arabs: 7.14 million (48.4%) by Hamas Court of Justice

develops in the Arab world during the second
half of the 19th century, parallel to political
—Zijonism. Particularly in opposition to

Elections in the occupied
Palestinian territories

11 December 1948 11 November 2004

e the border between Israel and a future Palestinian state,
¢ the status of =>Jerusalem as the potential capital

The = PLO responds to the = First Intifada with the Palestinian
Declaration of Independence, proclaiming a Palestinian state

The Yom Kippur War,

The International Court of Justice

Golan Heights

o were facing extermination. That was the The right of return and refugee relief agenc " also known as the October War ; iAant ; The death of A Palestini lication for full UN hi nexedby: @ 00 2 & 2009090 4& o=l Rl IR Aece Ol declares the Israeli =occupation
Ottoman rule and as a rejection of European The League of Nations transfers responsibility plan and we heard and saw it.” g g 9 y n o - The Lebanese Civil War within the = Green Line. This is tantamount to de facto recogni- ’ P_a_rllk;a[:]glr_wt_qrr;x@p_d_pflggl_d_Pe_rllt_le_\I_le_ll_ep_tl_QQS_ of both states, Yasser Arafat i a?szglf; aﬁpgatlon lc: u Ubl men;]bers 0 |srael) Y Israel with rockets, brutally murder around of the Palestinian territories illegal.
colonialism in the region, national movements for Mandatory Palestine to Great Britain. TRANS]ORDAN Haggai Horowitz, Israeli® Resolution 194 of the UN General Assembly establishes the right ‘ @ 3 ber 1 or Ramadan War tion of Israel. Moreover, the PLO renounces violence in the future, 13 September 1993 are held in the occupied Palestinian « the fate of Palestinian refugees from the — First ails. In , the : eneral Assembly at the . : 200 [l AT AlE e e 250 osteges
aiming for state ind d Ve, et T ~ ’ i i i ? 5 September 972 Violent tensions between different 8 December 1987 — ; - - . territories for the first time. Yasser Arafat Arab-I li W: d their d dant UN headquarters in New York votes to admit .
g for state independence evolve, S — of return and compensation for Palestinian refugees and their A surprise attack by Arab states led b paving the way for negotiations. The Palestinian flag, like that of . . ) rab-Israeli War and their descendants, Afterthe death of Yasser ~ . 4h S TR B3 o A9 Ah ), -7, 00 0 S ) to the Gaza Strip.
i [ P Y Y Christi d Musli in Leb: is elected PA president, and Fatah wins : ; itaa i ; Palestine as a non-member observer state: Palestine .. . Septeﬂlber 2020
especially in Arab urban centres such as descendants. To provide for the refugees, the UN establishes the The Munich Massacre Egypt and Syria on the holiest Jewish ristian and Muslim groups in Lebanon 13 September 1993 many other Arab states, is black, white, green and red. To date, The Oslo peace process w ) e illegal Israeli settlement activities in the occupied Arafat, Mahmoud Abbas is 6 Internal Palestinian division and

a majority in the elections to the
Palestinian Legislative Council.

is recognised as a state by the General Assembly
but is not a member of the UN. As a result, Palestine
joins the International Criminal Court and other
international organisations and conventions.

erupt. The =PLO participates in the
civil war, and Syria and Israel repeatedly
intervene militarily. The Taif Agreement
ends the civil war after 15 years.

Cairo and Damascus. In the course of the
— British Mandate period in the 1920s,
a specifically Palestinian national
consciousness increasingly emerges in
contrast to political Zionism.

United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees Palestinian territories,
in the Near East (UNRWA), which was responsible for around

6 million beneficiaries in 2024. Following the — 7" October
terrorist attack by Hamas in 2023, the Israeli government
alleges that UNRWA employees had been involved in the attack,
albeit without providing any evidence. An internal investigation
could not rule out involvement in the attacks for nine employees,

who were dismissed. At the end of 2024, the Israeli parliament

157 of the 193 UN member states have recognised Palestine, but
Germany and the USA are not among them.

elected in January 2005 as

13 June 2025

Conflict escalates between
Israel and Iran

\ ) 4

Israel on the one hand and the United Arab Emirates,
Bahrain, Morocco and Sudan on the other normalise

holiday, Yom Kippur, temporarily brings
Israel to the brink of defeat. Egypt’s main
motive for the war is to force Israel to
negotiate the return of the Sinai Peninsula,
which it had occupied since 1967.

In response to the war, the UN Security
Council passes Resolution 338, calling for

efforts at reconciliation The Abraham Accords

Principles’), the =PLO and Israel recognise
each other. As a result, the 1994 Gaza-Jericho
Agreement establishes the Palestinian Authority
(PA), which is granted limited rights to
self-government. The 1995 Oslo Il Agreement

(‘Interim Agreement’) regulates the division of

Contradictory promises by Great Britain

January 2006

The Hamas election victory

In September 1972, 27 years after the end of = National Socialism, the Olympic ® agreements to ensure security,

® agreements on the management of water resources.

his successor as President

The First Intifada

15 May 1948 - 20 July 1949

First Arab-Israeli War

7 October 2023

The Gaza war

Games are held in Munich. On the eleventh day of the games, the Palestinian terrorist Following the split between = Fatah and =>Hamas
in 2007, there have been repeated internationally
mediated efforts at reconciliation. In 2017, both
sides sign an agreement providing for the transfer
of civil control of the Gaza Strip to the PA. However,

it is not implemented. In 2020, Hamas and Fatah

of the Palestinian Authority
and Chairman of = Fatah
and the =PLO.

Israeli +>occupation and settlement
construction had led to considerable
tensions with the Palestinian population
since 1967. These tensions erupt in
December 1987 in the First Intifada

The catastrophe wi;
fLI.-Q Jewish people - ¢
millions of Teuus &
2r clear demonstrat;
of solving the proble

group ‘Black September’, which had links to the = PLO, attacks the Israeli team
headquarters, murdering two Israelis and taking nine others hostage. The games
are interrupted. During a police rescue operation, the terrorists also murder the nine

ch recent(y befell
he Mmassacre of
UroPe - was auoth.
on of the urgency

During the First World War, Great Britain and France their diplomatic relations with US government

23/24 August 1929

The Hebron Massacre

—Hamas wins the second

The shadow war between Israel and Iran,
which had been simmering for years,
develops into open confrontation. In June

In response to the —>terrorist attack, |srael declares war on
—Hamas and launches a military attack on the Gaza Strip,
initially with air strikes and artillery fire, followed shortly after-

The neighbouring Arab states of Egypt, Jordan,
Syria, Lebanon and Iraq attack Israel. Israel man-
ages to defend itself and conquer more territory

attempt to conquer parts of the Ottoman Empire — which mediation. After decades of isolation in the region —

a surprise victory. A government made

hostages and a policeman. apart from the peace agreements with Egypt in 1979

(= Camp David Accords) and Jordan in 1994 —

had entered the war on the side of the German Empire.

2002—2003

June 2007

In return for Arab participation in an uprising against the

July 2000

Today | have come beariD
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Everyone was running for their lives.
I thought we were only leaving our
village for a few days.”

someone who wants this land, but never anyone

facilitate the ach;
1evement who wants us. Isn't that a tragedy?”

it being c({arfy understood that
2 done which may prejudice the

Sy, L i onwards, = Fatah is the
dominant group within the PLO

and Yasser Arafat is its chairman

the Palestinian parliamentary elections, and
in 2007 it seizes power in the Gaza Strip in
a coup. It is primarily responsible for the

In July 2024, the International Court of Justice (ICJ)
declares that not only the construction of settlements,

International law and
peace initiatives

Note: This timeline does not claim to be comprehensive. It is the result of careful research and represents a selection of important events
related to the Middle East Conflict. For educational purposes, the timeline can be complemented with further details and extended as needed.

to be resolved. In 1996, parliamentary and
presidential elections are held in the occupied

presents a detailed draft peace plan,
which also refers to the Roadmap and

of this object,
wothing shall b

with rockets. In September 2024, tensions escalate in Lebanon.
Israel kills Hezbollah leader Nasrallah, carries out massive air
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but also the Israeli occupation of the West Bank, East Amelie Dschagaman, Palestinian?
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