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 1882 

Modern Jewish immigration to  
the historical region of Palestine
Modern Jewish immigration to historic Palestine 
(part of the Ottoman Empire from 1516 to 1917) 
begins in 1882 which is soon supported by the 
idea of  Zionism. The first Aliyah (1882–1903)  
of Russian and Romanian Jews is primarily a  
reaction to anti-Semitic pogroms in the Russian 
Empire. The term Aliyah (Hebrew for ‘ascent’) 
goes back to the ritual pilgrimage to  

 Jerusalem, which was in common usage  
in ancient Judaism and is associated with  
an ascent to the Temple Mount. In 1903, the 
anti-Semitic pogrom of Kishinev in the Russian 
Empire leads to the second Aliyah (1904–1914), 
which is followed by others.

Zionism
The roots of Judaism lie in the land de-
scribed as Israel in the Bible. Following the 
destruction of the second Jewish temple in 
Jerusalem in 70 AD and their subsequent 
expulsion, Jews live scattered throughout 
the world (‘diaspora’). Only a small Jewish 
community remains (‘Old Yishuv’). The long-
ing to return to  Jerusalem (‘Zion’ in the 
Bible) as the religious centre of Judaism has 
persisted over the centuries. In the context 
of the global spread of nationalism in the 
19th century, it becomes the basis of a poli-
tical programme that the Austro-Hungarian 
journalist Theodor Herzl first formulates  
in 1896 in his book ‘The Jewish State’. This 
political Zionism regards Jews not only as  
a religious community, but also as a nation. 
Not least in response to anti-Semitic perse-
cution, the first Zionist Congress in Basel in 
1897 calls for the creation of a ‘homeland in 
Palestine’, i.e. a Jewish state in the area.

Population in  
historic Palestine: (1882)1: 

Jews: 15,000 (3.2%) 
Arabs (Muslims and Christians: 453,000 (96.8%)

 1914 – 1918 

Contradictory promises by Great Britain  
During the First World War, Great Britain and France 
attempt to conquer parts of the Ottoman Empire – which 
had entered the war on the side of the German Empire. 
In return for Arab participation in an uprising against the 
Ottoman Empire, Great Britain promises the Sharif of 
Mecca, an important Arab leader, support for Arab inde-
pendence in large parts of the eastern Mediterranean 
and the Arabian Peninsula. The Arab reading interprets 
this as a promise of state independence, while the British 
side deliberately formulates its concessions vaguely 
(Hussein-McMahon correspondence).  
At the same time, and contrary to this, Great Britain and 
France secretly agree to divide the eastern Mediterrane-
an region between themselves (Sykes-Picot Agreement). 
In 1917, the British government publicly declares itself  
in favour of the establishment of a ‘national Jewish 
homeland’ in Palestine, without making any such assur-
ances to the Arab population (Balfour Declaration).

 July 1922 

The British Mandate for Palestine
During the First World War, the Ottoman Empire 
is defeated and completely falls apart by 1922.  
The League of Nations transfers responsibility  
for Mandatory Palestine to Great Britain.

  1933 – 1945 

National Socialism  
and the Holocaust
The National Socialists seize 
power in Germany. Their  
hatred of Jews intensifies from the 
initial exclusion of Jewish life to deportations and mass mur-
der. During the fifth Aliyah between 1932 and 1939, Jewish 
emigration from Europe increases significantly, and the  
proportion of the Jewish population in Palestine rises from  
18 to 30 percent. Although the proportion of German Jews 
increases significantly, three-quarters of the immigrants do 
not come from Nazi Germany or countries under German 
influence. At the Évian Conference in July 1938, 
almost all participating states refuse to take in 
more Jewish refugees, and in 1939 the 

 British Mandate administration drasti-
cally limits Jewish immigration to Pales-
tine. By 1945, an estimated six million 
Jews have fallen victim to the Nazis’  
industrial mass murder, many of them in 
concentration and extermination camps  such as Auschwitz.  
It is also referred to as the Holocaust or Shoah (Hebrew for 
‘catastrophe’). After the end of the war in 1945, many survi-
vors place their hopes in the establishment of a Jewish state. 
Despite British pushbacks (such as of the refugee ship  
Exodus in 1947), between 1945 and the 
founding of the Israeli state in 1948,  
70,000–80,000 Jews manage to  
immigrate to Palestine.

  1936 – 1939 

The Arab Revolt
From 1936 onwards, thousands of members of the Arab population in 
Mandatory Palestine rise up violently against the  British Mandate. 
There are also attacks on the Jewish population, as political  Zionism 
is seen as a threat to the Palestinian national movement. The British 
violently suppress the uprising with the  
deployment of around 25,000 soldiers.

 29 November 1947 

The UN plan for partition
In Resolution 181, the United Nations (UN)  
General Assembly calls for an end to the  

 British Mandate for Palestine and the  
creation of an Arab and a Jewish state with 
Jerusalem as a ‘corpus separatum’  
(city with special legal and political status)  
under international administration. The plan 
allocates 56 percent of the territory to the  
Jewish state and 43 percent to the Arab state. 
A large part of the Jewish state, however, is  
desert land (Negev), which can only be settled 
with great effort. The Arab members of the  
UN vote against the plan, and the Palestinian 
population is not consulted. As a result of the 
vote on the plan for partition, existing violent 
clashes between Jews and Arabs escalate  
and culminate in civil war.

  9 April 1948 

The Deir Yassin Massacre
During the civil war, Jewish militias carry out  
a massacre of Arab residents of the village of  
Deir Yassin, northwest of Jerusalem. At least  
107 people are killed. Four days later in  
Jerusalem, Arab fighters attack an ambulance 
convoy in retaliation and kill 78 Jews and a  
British soldier.

  14 May 1948 

Israel’s declaration of independence 
The British give up their  mandate for Palestine 
and withdraw their troops. On the same day in  
Tel Aviv, David Ben-Gurion proclaims the  
independence of the new state of Israel. The world 
powers USA and Soviet Union recognise the new 
state immediately afterwards.

11 December 1948 

The right of return and refugee relief agency
Resolution 194 of the UN General Assembly establishes the right 
of return and compensation for Palestinian refugees and their 
descendants. To provide for the refugees, the UN establishes the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees 
in the Near East (UNRWA), which was responsible for around  
6 million beneficiaries in 2024. Following the  7th October  
terrorist attack by Hamas in 2023, the Israeli government 
alleges that UNRWA employees had been involved in the attack, 
albeit without providing any evidence. An internal investigation 
could not rule out involvement in the attacks for nine employees, 
who were dismissed. At the end of 2024, the Israeli parliament 
(Knesset) bans UNRWA from working in Israel, thereby funda-
mentally jeopardising the work of the relief agency.

  February – July 1949 

Armistice agreements  
and the Green Line
The  First Arab-Israeli War ends in 
1949 with several armistice agreements 
between Israel on the one hand and 
Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon and Syria on 
the other. The armistice line – also 
known as the Green Line – forms a 
central reference point for a possible 
border in peace negotiations.  
A Palestinian state is not created; the 
West Bank is annexed by Jordan and 
the Gaza Strip comes under Egyptian 
administration.

  October – December 1956 

The Suez Crisis vs.  
Trilateral Aggression
In July 1956, Egyptian President  
Gamal Abdel Nasser nationalises the 
Suez Canal Company, which was 
majority-controlled by Great Britain 
and France, in order to diminish  
foreign influence in Egypt.  
After international negotiations on the 
rights of use of the Suez Canal fail to 
produce results, France, Great Britain 
and Israel jointly attack Egypt but are 
forced to withdraw under pressure 
from the United States and the Soviet 
Union. With this measure, the US 
government wants to prevent other 
Arab states from turning to the Soviet 
Union in response to the attack.

  October 1959 

Fatah
The Palestinian National Liberation Movement (Fatah, Arabic for 
‘opening, victory, conquest’) is founded in Kuwait by Palestinian 
exiles, including Yasser Arafat. Initially, its goal is the complete 
military ‘liberation of Palestine’, and consequently the destruction 
of Israel, also through terrorist attacks. Under Yasser Arafat’s 
leadership, there is a gradual shift towards diplomacy 
and support for a  two-state solution  
from the 1970s onwards.

  June 1964 

The Palestine Liberation  
Organization (PLO)
The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) is found-
ed under the leadership of the Arab League. After 

Egypt’s defeat in the  Six-Day War, the 
PLO develops increasingly into  
an independent actor. From 1969  

onwards,  Fatah is the  
dominant group within the PLO 
and Yasser Arafat is its chairman 
until his death in 2004.

Population in Israel and the  
occupied Palestinian territories (1967)1:

Israeli Jews: 2.38 million (63.8%) 
Palestinians and Israeli Arabs: 1.35 million (36.2%)

  1967 

The Israeli settler movement
Israeli  settlement construction begins in  
October 1967 after the victory in the  Six-Day War  
and continues to this day. Between 1993 and 2000 
alone, the number of settlers in the West Bank doubles 
from 100,000 to just under 200,000. Today, more than 
737,000 Israelis live in settlements in the West Bank and 
East Jerusalem in violation of international law (as of the 
end of 2024). Some of the settler population live there 
because of economic incentives created by the Israeli 
government; the cost of living is significantly lower thanks 
to state subsidies. Moreover, national-religious Jews see 

control over the West Bank (known to them as Judea and 
Samaria) as a religious duty. Since 2021, there has been 
a significant increase in violent attacks by settlers on the 
Palestinian population. Although the settlers make up 
only ten percent of the Jewish population in Israel, espe-
cially the national religious among them are politically 
very influential. From the end of 2022 on they have been 
members of the  right-wing religious Netanyanhu 
government for the first time, including the Minister of 
National Security Itamar Ben-Gvir, who has a criminal 
record for supporting a terrorist organisation.

  6 – 26 October 1973 

The Yom Kippur War,  
also known as the October War 
or Ramadan War 
A surprise attack by Arab states led by 
Egypt and Syria on the holiest Jewish  
holiday, Yom Kippur, temporarily brings  
Israel to the brink of defeat. Egypt’s main 
motive for the war is to force Israel to  
negotiate the return of the Sinai Peninsula, 
which it had occupied since 1967.  
In response to the war, the UN Security 
Council passes Resolution 338, calling for 
an end to hostilities, the implementation  
of Resolution 242 and international peace  
mediation.

 October 1974 

The PLO achieves  
recognition by the  
United Nations
The UN General Assembly and 
the Arab League recognise the  

 PLO as the legitimate  
representative of the Palestinian 
people. In November 1974, Arafat 
delivers a historic speech to the 
UN General Assembly, in which 
he signals the PLO’s willingness 
to negotiate in principle. 

  1975 – 1990 

The Lebanese Civil War
Violent tensions between different  
Christian and Muslim groups in Lebanon 
erupt. The  PLO participates in the 
civil war, and Syria and Israel repeatedly 
intervene militarily. The Taif Agreement 
ends the civil war after 15 years.

 1977 

Likud
The ruling Labour Party in Israel is held  
responsible for misjudgements in the  

 Yom Kippur War. As a result, the  
right-wing conservative Likud party  
comes to power for the first time in 1977.  
It pushes ahead with Israeli  settlement 
construction on a massive scale and 
regards the occupied Palestinian territo-
ries as part of the historic Eretz Israel  
(Hebrew for ‘Land of Israel’). Leading  
representatives of the party advocate the 
annexation of the West Bank, that is its 
forced incorporation into Israeli territory.

 March 1979 

The Camp David Accords: the peace  
treaty between Israel and Egypt
Following an historic speech by Egyptian President  
Anwar Sadat in November 1977 before the Israeli parliament 
(Knesset) in Jerusalem, a peace treaty between Egypt and 
Israel is concluded in 1979 with US mediation in negotiations 
held at Camp David (Maryland, USA). Both states end the  
state of war that had lasted since 1948, and Israel withdraws 
from the Sinai Peninsula, which it had occupied since 1967,  
and from the settlements it had built there. In response to  
the peace agreement, the Arab League suspends Egypt's  
membership for ten years.

  30 July 1980 

The Jerusalem Law
With the Jerusalem Law, Israel formalises its 1967 
annexation of East Jerusalem. The UN Security 
Council declares the annexation illegal under 
international law in Resolution 478 and therefore 
calls on all states to withdraw their diplomatic 
missions from  Jerusalem.

Jerusalem and its holy sites
Jerusalem is equally sacred to Jews, Christians, 
and Muslims. This makes the city's status  
particularly controversial in the Middle East conflict. 
Jews pray in front of the Western Wall of the  
Second Jewish Temple, known as the Wailing Wall, 
which borders the Temple Mount. For Muslims,  
the Holy Esplanade known as Haram al-Sharif  
(Arabic for ‘noble sanctuary’), with the Dome of the 
Rock and the Al-Aqsa Mosque, is the most  
important site in Islam after Mecca and Medina. 
Furthermore, there are also holy sites and places 
of importance to Christianity, especially in the Old 
City and on the Mount of Olives. Following the 

 First Arab-Israeli War, Jordan controls East 
Jerusalem and thus also the holy sites. Between 
1949 and 1967, Jews have no access to the  

Wailing Wall. Israel invades 

East Jerusalem in the  Six-Day War.  
From an Israeli perspective, Jerusalem is thus 
reunited, and the Wailing Wall is under Jewish 
control again for the first time in almost  
2,000 years. Access to the Holy Esplanade had 
been regulated by an informally recognised  
arrangement since the Israeli occupation of East 
Jerusalem in 1967. According to this arrangement, 
Israel controls access, which is open to everyone 
in principle. However, only Muslims are allowed  
to pray there. National religious Jewish settlers 
repeatedly gain access to the plateau to pray 
there, even though the Jewish Chief Rabbinate 
and leading rabbis in Israel oppose these visits. 
They are regarded by Muslims as a threat to their 
claim to the holy sites, which is why there have 
been repeated violent clashes. 

 8 December 1987 –  

13 September 1993 

The First Intifada
Israeli  occupation and settlement 
construction had led to considerable 
tensions with the Palestinian population 
since 1967. These tensions erupt in 
December 1987 in the First Intifada  
(Arabic for ‘shaking off, popular  
uprising’), a violent uprising directed 
primarily against the Israeli occupying 
power. As a result, 179 Israelis and  
1,162 Palestinians are killed.

Hamas
Hamas (Arabic for  
‘Islamic Resistance Movement’) 
is founded immediately after the 
outbreak of the  First Intifada, as a  
militant splinter group of the Palestinian  
Muslim Brotherhood. Its goal, as an Islamist 
nationalist movement, is to achieve the  
‘liberation of all Palestine’ through armed  
struggle and thus the destruction of Israel as  
a Jewish state and the establishment of an  
Islamic state. It rejects the  Oslo Accords 
and sabotages the peace process of the 1990s 
through terrorist attacks. In 2006, Hamas wins 
the Palestinian parliamentary elections, and  
in 2007 it seizes power in the Gaza Strip in  
a coup. It is primarily responsible for the  

 7th October terrorist attack on Israel in 
2023. The EU, the USA and many other states 
classify Hamas as a terrorist organisation.

 15 November 1988 

Palestinian Declaration of Independence
The  PLO responds to the  First Intifada with the Palestinian 
Declaration of Independence, proclaiming a Palestinian state 
within the  Green Line. This is tantamount to de facto recogni-
tion of Israel. Moreover, the PLO renounces violence in the future, 
paving the way for negotiations. The Palestinian flag, like that of 
many other Arab states, is black, white, green and red. To date, 
157 of the 193 UN member states have recognised Palestine, but 
Germany and the USA are not among them.

 30 October – 1 November 1991  

The Middle East Peace  
Conference in Madrid
The United States initiate a  
peace conference in which Israel, Jordan, 
Syria and Lebanon participate for the first 
time. Palestinian representatives are part  
of the Jordanian delegation.  

The two-state solution
The idea of resolving the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict by creating two independent states 
is first formulated in 1937 by the Peel 
Commission, which was appointed by  
the British Mandate administration  
(  British plan for partition). With the 
1947  UN plan for partition, the UN 
General Assembly also proposes such  
a solution. Negotiations between Israel 
and the  PLO in the wake of the  

 Oslo Accords raise hopes for the  
realisation of a two-state solution. In the 
early 2000s, several attempts in this direc-
tion fail, including those by US President  
Clinton (  Camp David II, 2000), the  
Arab League (2002) and the Middle East 
Quartet (2003). In 2002, the UN Security 
Council explicitly endorses a two-state 
solution for the first time. The 2007  

 Annapolis Conference leads to 
far-reaching direct negotiations, which also 
address  final status issues. Many 
observers now consider the two-state 
solution to be virtually impossible to  
implement. Nevertheless, the European 
Union, for example, maintains support for 
this idea. Alternatives, such as a binational 
state in which the Jewish and Palestinian 
populations would have equal rights, or a 
confederation in which Israel and Palestine 
would form an alliance as independent 
states, have so far been discussed mainly 
within sections of Israeli and Palestinian 
civil society.

 1994 – present 

Attacks on  
the civilian population
On both sides of the conflict, opponents of the peace process try to sabotage 
progress between Israel and the  PLO through terrorist attacks. In February 
1994, the Jewish extremist Baruch Goldstein kills 29 praying Palestinians in the 
Patriarch’s Cave/Ibrahimi Mosque in Hebron. In April,  Hamas carries out a 
suicide attack at a bus station in Hadera. Violence escalates further during the 

 Second Intifada. In June 2001, a Hamas suicide bomber kills 21 Israelis in 
the Dolphinarium discotheque in Tel Aviv. In March 2002, another Hamas suicide 
bomber kills 30 Israelis during the Passover festival in a hotel in Netanya,  
including many survivors of the  Holocaust. As from 2010, there is an increase 
in acts of violence by militant  Israeli settlers against the Palestinian  
population in the West Bank. In February 2023, hundreds of settlers storm 
through the village of Huwara, setting buildings and cars on fire killing one  
and injuring 100 Palestinians. Settler violence increases significantly following  
the  7th October terrorist attack by Hamas in 2023.

 26 October 1994 

The peace treaty between  
Israel and Jordan
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and  
Jordan’s King Hussein sign the Israeli-Jordanian 
peace treaty. Following the peace accord with Egypt 
in 1979, this is only the second peace agreement 
between Israel and one of its Arab neighbours.

 1996 

Elections in the occupied 
Palestinian territories
Parliamentary and presidential elections 
are held in the occupied Palestinian 
territories for the first time. Yasser Arafat 
is elected PA president, and Fatah wins 
a majority in the elections to the  
Palestinian Legislative Council.

 2002 – 2003 

Peace initiatives
In response to the escalation of violence  
during the  Second Intifada, the  
Arab League, led by the Saudi Arabian  
Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, propose 
the Arab Peace Initiative in March 2002, 
offering Israel the prospect of normalised 
relations with all Arab states. In return, 
Israel would have to agree to a  

 two-state solution based on the  
  Green Line. In November 2002, the 

Middle East Quartet, consisting of the 
European Union, the United Nations,  
the United States and Russia, presents 
the ‘Roadmap for Peace’, a step-by-step 
plan aimed at achieving a two-state  
solution. In October 2003, the Geneva 
Initiative – founded by high-ranking  
former Palestinian and Israeli politicians –  
presents a detailed draft peace plan, 
which also refers to the Roadmap and 
the Arab Peace Initiative. 

 June 2002 

The West Bank Barrier
In the wake of  attacks on the civilian 
population during the  Second Intifada, 
the Israeli government decides to build a 
barrier in the West Bank, to separate the 
Israeli and Palestinian populations. Numer-
ous Israeli army checkpoints restrict the 
freedom of movement of the Palestinian 
population. Due to its deviation from the 

  Green Line, the International Court of 
Justice declares the barrier to be contrary 
to international law in 2004.

 11 November 2004 

The death of  
Yasser Arafat
After the death of Yasser 
Arafat, Mahmoud Abbas is 
elected in January 2005 as 
his successor as President  
of the Palestinian Authority 
and Chairman of  Fatah 
and the  PLO.

 August 2005 

The Gaza Disengagement Plan
The US government under George W. 
Bush puts pressure on Israel to make con-
cessions in the peace process. Israeli 
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon implements the 
evacuation of settlements and military 
bases in the Gaza Strip and four isolated 
settlements in the West Bank. The evacua-
tion causes considerable domestic protest 
and is not coordinated with the PA.  

 Hamas is therefore able to claim it as  
a success of its armed ‘resistance’.

 January 2006 

The Hamas election victory 
 Hamas wins the second  

Palestinian parliamentary elections in 
a surprise victory. A government made 
up of experts is sabotaged by  

 Fatah and internationally isolated 
by the EU and the US.

 July/August 2006 

The second Lebanon War
Israel responds to the kidnapping of  
two Israeli soldiers by Hezbollah with military 
intervention in Lebanon. Israel carries out 
extensive air strikes and invades with ground 
troops. Hezbollah fires rockets at Israel.  
The war ends through UN mediation  
with Security Council Resolution 1701.

 June 2007 

Hamas takes power  
in the Gaza Strip
After civil war-like clashes between 

 Fatah and  Hamas, the latter  
seizes power in the Gaza Strip. 
Israel responds by imposing a block-
ade on the Gaza Strip. Due to contin-
ued Israeli control, the Gaza 
Strip is still considered occu-
pied under international law.

 27 November 2007 

Annapolis Conference
Direct peace negotiations between  
Israel’s Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and  

 PLO Chairman Mahmoud Abbas resume 
in Annapolis (USA) with the mediation of US 
President George W. Bush. The negotiations 
end without result for the time being.

 September 2011 

Palestine at the United Nations
A Palestinian application for full UN membership 
fails. In 2012, the General Assembly at the  
UN headquarters in New York votes to admit  
Palestine as a non-member observer state: Palestine 
is recognised as a state by the General Assembly  
but is not a member of the UN. As a result, Palestine 
joins the International Criminal Court and other  
international organisations and conventions.

 December 2016 

Resolution 2334 on settlement  
construction
UN Security Council Resolution 2334 condemns 
Israeli  settlement construction in the occupied 
Palestinian territories as a serious violation of  
international law. It is the first resolution on  
settlement construction since 1980 that has not 
been vetoed by the United States.

 19 July 2018 

Israel’s Nation-State Law
The Israeli parliament passes the Nation-State 
Law, which enshrines the Jewish character  
of the Israeli state and declares Hebrew the 
only national language, thereby downgrading  
Arabic. Critics see this as a threat to the  
democratically guaranteed equal rights of all, 
including non-Jews, in Israel.

 September 2020 

The Abraham Accords
Israel on the one hand and the United Arab Emirates, 
Bahrain, Morocco and Sudan on the other normalise 
their diplomatic relations with US government  
mediation. After decades of isolation in the region – 
apart from the peace agreements with Egypt in 1979  
(  Camp David Accords) and Jordan in 1994 –  
the Abraham Accords are an historic breakthrough.  
Normalisation of relations between Israel and Saudi 
Arabia is still pending, particularly because the Saudi 
leadership is making it contingent on the prospect  
of a Palestinian state.

 December 2022 

The right-wing religious  
Netanyahu government
Following the fall of a government led by Naftali Bennett and 
Yair Lapid after only 1.5 years in office, Benjamin Netanyahu 
becomes head of government again with a right-wing religious 
coalition. With in total more than 23 years in office (as of 2025), 
he is the longest-serving Israeli prime minister. The guiding  
principle of government policy is the ‘exclusive and inalienable 
right of the Jewish people to the whole country’. Netanyahu only 
succeeds in returning to office by breaking a political taboo and 
including extreme right-wing parties, such as the representa-
tives of the  Israeli settler movement, in his government.

Population in Israel and the  
occupied Palestinian territories (2022)1:

Israeli Jews: 7.10 million (48.1%) 
Palestinians and Israeli Arabs: 7.14 million (48.4%)

 2023 

Mass protests
From January to October, hundreds of thousands  
of Israelis across the country protest against the 

 Netanyahu government’s planned judicial reform. 
This would effectively amount to the abolition of the 
separation of powers. From 2024 onwards, against the 
backdrop of the  Gaza war, there will be renewed 
major protests in Israel demanding the release of the 
hostages (‘Bring Them Home’) and an end to the war.

 7 October 2023 

The 7th October terrorist attack  
by Hamas

 Hamas and other militant groups break through 
the border fence around the Gaza Strip, attack  
Israel with rockets, brutally murder around  
1,200 people and abduct around 250 hostages  
to the Gaza Strip.

 7 October 2023  
The Gaza war
In response to the  terrorist attack, Israel declares war on 

 Hamas and launches a military attack on the Gaza Strip, 
initially with air strikes and artillery fire, followed shortly after-
wards by a comprehensive ground offensive. By October 2025, 
Hamas is significantly weakened but not destroyed. At least 
66,000 people have been killed and over 167,000 injured.  
Of the 2.2 million inhabitants of the Gaza Strip, 1.9 million have 
fled their homes. The humanitarian situation is catastrophic. 
The UN as well as international and Israeli human rights organi-
sations accuse Israel of war crimes and, in some cases,  
genocide. Regarding the latter, a lawsuit is pending before the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ) in The Hague.

 November 2023 

The first hostage deal
Qatar, Egypt and the US broker 
a ceasefire (24–30 November), 
access for humanitarian aid 
and an exchange of Israeli 
hostages and Palestinian  
prisoners (50 : 150).  

 19 July 2024 

Ruling of the International 
Court of Justice
The International Court of Justice  
declares the Israeli  occupation  
of the Palestinian territories illegal.

 16 January  – 18 March 2025 

Ceasefire agreement and  
further hostage deal 
Israel and  Hamas agree, with the  
mediation of the US, Qatar and Egypt,  
on an agreement for a ceasefire in the 
Gaza Strip. This provides for the release 
of Israeli hostages abducted to the Gaza 
Strip and Palestinian prisoners held in 
detention in Israel (33 hostages and over 
1,000 Palestinian prisoners in the first 
phase). After the first phase ends, Net-
anyahu calls an end to the cease-
fire, resumes the military offensive 
and drastically restricts the flow 
of humanitarian aid.

H
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 8 October 2023 

Confrontation between Hezbollah and Israel
The Lebanese Hezbollah and the Yemeni Houthis attack Israel 
with rockets. In September 2024, tensions escalate in Lebanon.  
Israel kills Hezbollah leader Nasrallah, carries out massive air 
strikes and invades Lebanon in a ground offensive. At the end of 
November 2024, Israel and Hezbollah agree to a ceasefire initially 
lasting 60 days, brokered by the US.

 13 June 2025 

Conflict escalates between 
Israel and Iran
The shadow war between Israel and Iran, 
which had been simmering for years, 
develops into open confrontation. In June 
2025, the conflict escalates when Israel 
attacks numerous targets in Iran, killing 
several military commanders and nuclear 
scientists. According to the Israeli  
government, the aim of the attacks is to 
stop Iran's nuclear programme, which 
Israel sees as an existential threat.  
Iran considers the attack a declaration of 
war and retaliates with counterattacks. 
The United States intervene in the conflict 
on the night of 21 to 22 June 2025,  
dropping bunker-busting bombs on  
Iranian nuclear facilities, some of which 
are located underground. 

The Labour Party
From the founding of the state until 1977, 
the Israeli government is led by the Labour 
Avoda Party (Hebrew for ‘work’) or its  
predecessor. Among its most famous  
leaders are David Ben-Gurion, Golda Meir, 
Yitzhak Rabin, Shimon Peres, and  
Ehud Barak. In the 1990s, it plays a key role 
in advancing the  Oslo peace process,  
but its importance diminishes following  
the  assassination of Rabin. In the  
2022 Knesset elections, it gains less than  
four percent of the vote.

                                           

“The bullet holes from the 1967 
war can still be seen on the wall of my 
house today. (...) Money comes and goes,  

that wasn’t so bad. But we lost our dignity –  
and that’s the worst thing.”    

Anwar Arafat, Palestinian2

Arab nationalism
A separate national consciousness also  
develops in the Arab world during the second 
half of the 19th century, parallel to political 

 Zionism. Particularly in opposition to  
Ottoman rule and as a rejection of European 
colonialism in the region, national movements 
aiming for state independence evolve,  
especially in Arab urban centres such as  
Cairo and Damascus. In the course of the 

 British Mandate period in the 1920s,  
a specifically Palestinian national  
consciousness increasingly emerges in  
contrast to political Zionism. 

“The catastrophe which recently befell the Jewish people - the massacre of millions of Jews in Europe - was anoth-er clear demonstration of the urgency of solving the problem of its homeless-ness by re-establishing in Eretz-Israel the Jewish State, which would open the gates of the homeland wide to every Jew and confer upon the Jewish people the status of a fully privileged member of the comity of nations.”
Israeli Declaration of Independence (14 May 1948)

 
“When we heard explosions 

near our village, panic broke out. 
We were so afraid that we fled without 

any belongings, money or clothes.  
Everyone was running for their lives. 
I thought we were only leaving our 

village for a few days.” 
Halima Sanakre, Palestinian2

  15 May 1948 – 20 July 1949 

First Arab-Israeli War 
The neighbouring Arab states of Egypt, Jordan, 
Syria, Lebanon and Iraq attack Israel. Israel man-
ages to defend itself and conquer more territory 
than provided for in the  UN plan for partition. 
Egypt conquers the Gaza Strip, Jordan the West 
Bank and East Jerusalem. As a result, around 
700,000 Palestinians are forced to flee the territory 
controlled by Israel or are actively displaced.  
They flee to the West Bank, the Gaza Strip,  
Jordan, Lebanon and Syria. The war is remem-
bered positively on the Israeli side due to the  
independence it defended, while the Arab or  
Palestinian side refers to it as the Nakba  
(Arabic for ‘catastrophe’) due to defeat, flight  
and displacement.

  5 September 1972 

The Munich Massacre
In September 1972, 27 years after the end of  National Socialism, the Olympic 
Games are held in Munich. On the eleventh day of the games, the Palestinian terrorist 
group ̒Black September’, which had links to the  PLO, attacks the Israeli team  
headquarters, murdering two Israelis and taking nine others hostage. The games  

are interrupted. During a police rescue operation, the terrorists also murder the nine 
hostages and a policeman.
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Population in Mandatory Palestine 
(1946)1:

Jews: 600,000 (31%) 
Arabs (Muslims and Christians): 1.31 million (67%)

19161916

“The prevailing eve
nts in Palestine e

xposed the 

concealed aggres
sive intentions of

 the Zionists and 

their imperialistic motives (...). The Arab States 

emphatically and re
peatedly declare 

that their 

intervention in P
alestine has been prompted solely 

by the considerati
ons and for the aims set out 

above [to restore la
w and order and to

 prevent 

disturbances prevailing 
in Palestine from spread-

ing into their ter
ritories and to ch

eck further 

bloodshed] and th
at they are not i

nspired  

by any other motive whatsoever.”

Declaration of the Arab League  

(15 May 1948)

                                           

“I have witnessed wars  
from an early age. I myself fought  

in the War of Independence, the Suez 
War, the Six-Day War, the Yom Kippur 

War and many other campaigns.  
My son fought. My grandson fought. 

He is lying wounded in hospital.  
And I believe my grandson’s grandson  

will also fight.”
Abraham Bar-Am, Israeli2
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  June – September 1982 

The Lebanon War
Israel invades Lebanon to attack the  PLO. 
This leads to massacres of hundreds of  
Palestinian refugees in the Lebanese refugee 
camps of Sabra and Shatila by Falangists, 
right-wing Christian militias allied with Israel. 
Southern Lebanon remains under Israeli 
occupation until Israel's withdrawal in 2000.

  7 July 1937 

The British plan for partition 
In response to the  Arab Revolt, the British Peel 
Commission proposes for the first time the  
partition of Palestine into an Arab and a Jewish state, 
that is, a  two-state solution. 

“Setting off a bomb on a  
public holiday - where people sit 

together - Holocaust survivors. I don’t 
think Israel has been the same country 

since then. (...) The milieu that  
supported the peace process has  
turned its back on this process.” 

Nathan Sznaider,  
Israeli sociologist4

  5 – 10 June 1967 

The Six-Day War or June War  
Egypt's President Nasser deploys troops to the Sinai, 
blocks Israel's access to the Red Sea and threatens the 
state with annihilation. Israel sees this as an act of war 
and attacks Egypt. Jordan and Syria join the war on the 
Egyptian side. Israel is victorious within six days and  
conquers the Egyptian Sinai, the Syrian Golan Heights, 
the Gaza Strip, the West Bank and East Jerusalem.  
Symbolic of the Israeli victory is the photo of the  
Israeli paratrooper unit in front of the Western Wall in the 
conquered eastern part of  Jerusalem. The victory 
establishes within Israel the myth of its invincibility,  
while the Arab side sees its defeat as a Naksa  
(Arabic for ‘setback’). The Arab League responds with  
the ‘Three No's of Khartoum’: no peace with Israel,  
no negotiations with Israel and no recognition of Israel.  
In November 1967, the UN Security Council passes  
Resolution 242, establishing the principle of ‘land for 
peace’. This is based on the demand that Israel withdraw 
from the occupied territories in return for a lasting peace.
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“At the beginning I thought how great 
it was [to be able to visit the Wailing Wall 
again], I was really excited. After a while,  

I saw the problems and realized that it’s not 
that easy. I realized that the hatred against  

us was growing on the other side.” 
Jitzchak Feller, Israeli2

“What we were up against 
was as clear as daylight for us.  

Until this very day I can’t understand 
how people don’t realize that we faced a 
continuation of the European Holocaust,  

that we, the Jews in the land of Israel,  
were facing extermination. That was the 

plan and we heard and saw it.”
Haggai Horowitz, Israeli3

“His Majesty's Government view with favour the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people and will use their best endeavours to facilitate the achievement of this object, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine (...).”
Balfour Declaration (2 November 1917)

 October 2025 

An end to the Gaza war?
On October 6, negotiations begin in 
Egypt on the details of a 20-point plan 
presented by US President Trump 
aimed at ending the  Gaza War. On 
October 9,  Hamas and the Israeli 
government agree to implement the 
first phase of the plan, resulting in a 
cessation of hostilities. On October 13, 
Hamas hands over all 20 surviving 
Israeli hostages. In return, Israel  
releases nearly 2,000 Palestinian pris-
oners, including 250 who had been 
sentenced to life imprisonment. The 
plan also calls for the complete with-
drawal of the Israeli army from the 
Gaza Strip and the disarmament of 
Hamas. A transitional government 
made up of non-partisan Palestinian 
experts is to administer the Gaza Strip 
under international supervision.

                                           
“The violence was a reaction to 

problems. And the problems lay in Israel’s 
refusal to implement the peace process  

and put an end to the occupation.”
Mustafa Barghouti, Palestinian doctor  

and politician4

Timeline
19th – 21st Century

The Middle East conflict

                                        
“My mother was born during the 

Ottoman occupation. I was born during 
the British occupation, my children during 

the Jordanian occupation, and their children 
during the Israeli occupation. There is always 
someone who wants this land, but never anyone 

who wants us. Isn’t that a tragedy?”
Amelie Dschaqaman, Palestinian2

Occupation and settlement  
construction
For the Palestinian population in the Gaza Strip, the 
West Bank and East Jerusalem, the  Six-Day War  
of 1967 marked the beginning of ongoing Israeli  
occupation and the construction of settlements. To this 
day, the Golan Heights, East Jerusalem, the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip remain under Israeli occupation  
according to international law. With few exceptions,  
the Israeli annexation of the Golan Heights and East 
Jerusalem is not recognised internationally. Due to the 
ongoing Israeli blockade of the Gaza Strip since 2007 
and continued Israeli control over land and sea borders 
as well as airspace, the Gaza Strip is still considered 
occupied under international law, despite the withdrawal 
of Israeli troops in 2005. 

In July 2024, the International Court of Justice (ICJ)  
declares that not only the construction of settlements, 
but also the Israeli occupation of the West Bank, East 
Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip is contrary to international 
law and calls on Israel to withdraw immediately from  
the occupied territories.

Internal Palestinian division and  
efforts at reconciliation
Following the split between  Fatah and  Hamas 
in 2007, there have been repeated internationally 
mediated efforts at reconciliation. In 2017, both 
sides sign an agreement providing for the transfer  
of civil control of the Gaza Strip to the PA. However, 
it is not implemented. In 2020, Hamas and Fatah 
agree on an accord that also provides for parlia-
mentary and presidential elections to be held the 
following year. The agreement fails after President 
Abbas cancels the elections at short notice in April 
2021. In 2022, Algeria mediates another agreement, 
which is also not implemented. The implemen tation 
of a reconciliation agreement brokered by China in 
July 2024 is still pending. 

The Areas A, B and C 
The PA only have full control over civil and  
security matters in Area A, which comprises the 
urban centres of the West Bank. In the more 
sparsely populated Area B, Palestinian control is 
limited to civil aspects, while Israel retains full 
control over Area C, which comprises over  
60 percent of the West Bank. The Israeli  
settlements are situated in Area C, but according 
to the United Nations, up to 300,000 Palestinians 
also live there. The scope of Area A and thus full 
Palestinian control was to be gradually extended 
over a five-year transition period. During this 
phase, the  final status issues were also due 
to be resolved. In 1996, parliamentary and  
presidential elections are held in the occupied 
territories for the first time.

 4 November 1995 

The assassination  
of Rabin
A Jewish extremist, Yigal Amir, 
assassinates Israeli  
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin at 
a peace rally in Tel Aviv. Rabin’s 
death proves to be a serious 
setback for the peace process 
with the Palestinians.

Final status issues
Final status issues refer to particularly contentious issues 
between the parties to the conflict, the resolution of which  
is essential for a solution to the Middle East conflict: 
•  the border between Israel and a future Palestinian state,
•  the status of  Jerusalem as the potential capital 

of both states,
•  the fate of Palestinian refugees from the  First 

 Arab- Israeli War and their descendants,
•   illegal Israeli settlement activities in the occupied  

Palestinian territories,
•  agreements to ensure security,
•  agreements on the management of water resources.

 July 2000 

Camp David II and the Second Intifada
Israel’s Prime Minister Ehud Barak and  PLO Chairman  
Yasser Arafat meet at Camp David (USA) to negotiate the  

 final status issues omitted from the  Oslo Accords.  
The negotiations, mediated by the United States, fail.
The Israeli opposition leader, Ariel Sharon, visits  
Haram al-Sharif/Temple Mount in  Jerusalem. This is seen 
as a provocation and leads to the outbreak of the Second 
Intifada (‘Al-Aqsa Intifada’) with around 3,200 deaths on the  
Palestinian side and 1,000 on the Israeli side.

 2008–2021

The Gaza wars
Following Palestinian rocket attacks, Israel  
launches a military intervention in the Gaza Strip  
in December 2008. Around 1,400 Palestinians and  
13 Israelis are killed before a ceasefire is reached 
in January 2009. 

The killing of a senior leader of  Hamas’ military 
wing in November 2012, is followed by eight days 
of Palestinian rocket attacks on Israel and Israeli 
air strikes in the Gaza Strip. 

The kidnapping and murder of three Israeli  
teenagers by Hamas in July 2014 leads to a seven- 
week war in the Gaza Strip, with 2,100 deaths on 
the Palestinian side and 73 on the Israeli side. 

In the course of the ‘Great March of Return’  
beginning in March 2018, protesters from the  
Gaza Strip attempt to cross the security fence into 
Israel. In total over 170 Palestinians are killed. 

In May 2021, there are clashes between Israeli  
police and Palestinian population in Jerusalem, 
which Hamas uses as an opportunity to fire  
rockets at Israel. Israel responds with air strikes  
on the Gaza Strip. The fighting claims 250 lives in 
the Gaza Strip and 13 in Israel.

 23/24 August 1929 

The Hebron Massacre
Against a backdrop of rising tension between the 
Jewish and Arab national movements, a group of Arab 
residents from Hebron kill a total of 67 Jews. The 
trigger is a dispute over  Jerusalem and its holy 
sites. Following the massacre, the Jewish population 
is evacuated from Hebron by the  British Mandate 
authorities and is not allowed to return to the town.

German-Israeli relations
In the Luxembourg Agreement of 1952, the Federal 
Republic of Germany undertakes to pay compensa-
tion to Israel and the Jewish Claims Conference  
(an association of Jewish organisations representing 
survivors of the  Holocaust) for the Jewish victims 
of  National Socialism as a symbol of reparation 
for the injustice perpetrated by the Nazis. This was  
followed initially by secret military cooperation, and 
the two countries subsequently established official 
diplomatic relations in 1965. Since then, bilateral  
relations have continued to strengthen. From the  
mid-1990s onwards, Germany made an important 
contribution to Israel's nuclear deterrent by supplying 
nuclear-capable submarines. In addition, the German 
government sees its support for a peace settlement 
between Israel and its Arab neighbours as a  
contribution to Israel's security. In a speech to the 
Knesset in March 2008, Chancellor Merkel declares 
Israel's security to be an issue of German national 
interest, without, however, explaining in detail what 
this meant in concrete terms.

1922-481922-48
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 13 September 1993 

The Oslo peace process
In the Oslo I Agreement (‘Declaration of  
Principles’), the  PLO and Israel recognise 
each other. As a result, the 1994 Gaza-Jericho 
Agreement establishes the Palestinian Authority 
(PA), which is granted limited rights to  
self-government. The 1995 Oslo II Agreement  
(‘Interim Agreement’) regulates the division of 
the West Bank into  Areas A, B and C. 

Population in Israel and  
the occupied Palestinian territories (1993)1:

Israeli Jews: 4.34 million (60.2%)  
Palestinians and Israeli Arabs: 2.87 million (39.8%)
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 January 2020 

Trump’s ‘Deal of the Century’
US President Trump presents his idea for resolving the 
Middle East conflict, dubbed the ‘Deal of the Century.’  
It does not provide for a sovereign Palestinian state and 
envisages the annexation of around 30 percent of the 
West Bank by Israel. In 2017, Trump recognises  

 Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, effectively ruling 
out the Palestinian claim to East Jerusalem as the  
capital of their own state. In 2019, he recognises Israel’s 
annexation of the Golan Heights.
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The Jewish State (1896)

In countries where we have  
lived for centuries we are still 
cried down as strangers. (...)  
Palestine is our ever-memorable 
historic home.
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Speech at the General Assembly of the 

United Nations (13 November 1974)

Speech to the Knesset (18 March 2008)
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 1882 

Modern Jewish immigration to  
the historical region of Palestine
Modern Jewish immigration to historic Palestine 
(part of the Ottoman Empire from 1516 to 1917) 
begins in 1882 which is soon supported by the 
idea of  Zionism. The first Aliyah (1882–1903)  
of Russian and Romanian Jews is primarily a  
reaction to anti-Semitic pogroms in the Russian 
Empire. The term Aliyah (Hebrew for ‘ascent’) 
goes back to the ritual pilgrimage to  

 Jerusalem, which was in common usage  
in ancient Judaism and is associated with  
an ascent to the Temple Mount. In 1903, the 
anti-Semitic pogrom of Kishinev in the Russian 
Empire leads to the second Aliyah (1904–1914), 
which is followed by others.

Zionism
The roots of Judaism lie in the land de-
scribed as Israel in the Bible. Following the 
destruction of the second Jewish temple in 
Jerusalem in 70 AD and their subsequent 
expulsion, Jews live scattered throughout 
the world (‘diaspora’). Only a small Jewish 
community remains (‘Old Yishuv’). The long-
ing to return to  Jerusalem (‘Zion’ in the 
Bible) as the religious centre of Judaism has 
persisted over the centuries. In the context 
of the global spread of nationalism in the 
19th century, it becomes the basis of a poli-
tical programme that the Austro-Hungarian 
journalist Theodor Herzl first formulates  
in 1896 in his book ‘The Jewish State’. This 
political Zionism regards Jews not only as  
a religious community, but also as a nation. 
Not least in response to anti-Semitic perse-
cution, the first Zionist Congress in Basel in 
1897 calls for the creation of a ‘homeland in 
Palestine’, i.e. a Jewish state in the area.

Population in  
historic Palestine: (1882)1: 

Jews: 15,000 (3.2%) 
Arabs (Muslims and Christians: 453,000 (96.8%)

 1914 – 1918 

Contradictory promises by Great Britain  
During the First World War, Great Britain and France 
attempt to conquer parts of the Ottoman Empire – which 
had entered the war on the side of the German Empire. 
In return for Arab participation in an uprising against the 
Ottoman Empire, Great Britain promises the Sharif of 
Mecca, an important Arab leader, support for Arab inde-
pendence in large parts of the eastern Mediterranean 
and the Arabian Peninsula. The Arab reading interprets 
this as a promise of state independence, while the British 
side deliberately formulates its concessions vaguely 
(Hussein-McMahon correspondence).  
At the same time, and contrary to this, Great Britain and 
France secretly agree to divide the eastern Mediterrane-
an region between themselves (Sykes-Picot Agreement). 
In 1917, the British government publicly declares itself  
in favour of the establishment of a ‘national Jewish 
homeland’ in Palestine, without making any such assur-
ances to the Arab population (Balfour Declaration).

 July 1922 

The British Mandate for Palestine
During the First World War, the Ottoman Empire 
is defeated and completely falls apart by 1922.  
The League of Nations transfers responsibility  
for Mandatory Palestine to Great Britain.

  1933 – 1945 

National Socialism  
and the Holocaust
The National Socialists seize 
power in Germany. Their  
hatred of Jews intensifies from the 
initial exclusion of Jewish life to deportations and mass mur-
der. During the fifth Aliyah between 1932 and 1939, Jewish 
emigration from Europe increases significantly, and the  
proportion of the Jewish population in Palestine rises from  
18 to 30 percent. Although the proportion of German Jews 
increases significantly, three-quarters of the immigrants do 
not come from Nazi Germany or countries under German 
influence. At the Évian Conference in July 1938, 
almost all participating states refuse to take in 
more Jewish refugees, and in 1939 the 

 British Mandate administration drasti-
cally limits Jewish immigration to Pales-
tine. By 1945, an estimated six million 
Jews have fallen victim to the Nazis’  
industrial mass murder, many of them in 
concentration and extermination camps  such as Auschwitz.  
It is also referred to as the Holocaust or Shoah (Hebrew for 
‘catastrophe’). After the end of the war in 1945, many survi-
vors place their hopes in the establishment of a Jewish state. 
Despite British pushbacks (such as of the refugee ship  
Exodus in 1947), between 1945 and the 
founding of the Israeli state in 1948,  
70,000–80,000 Jews manage to  
immigrate to Palestine.

  1936 – 1939 

The Arab Revolt
From 1936 onwards, thousands of members of the Arab population in 
Mandatory Palestine rise up violently against the  British Mandate. 
There are also attacks on the Jewish population, as political  Zionism 
is seen as a threat to the Palestinian national movement. The British 
violently suppress the uprising with the  
deployment of around 25,000 soldiers.

 29 November 1947 

The UN plan for partition
In Resolution 181, the United Nations (UN)  
General Assembly calls for an end to the  

 British Mandate for Palestine and the  
creation of an Arab and a Jewish state with 
Jerusalem as a ‘corpus separatum’  
(city with special legal and political status)  
under international administration. The plan 
allocates 56 percent of the territory to the  
Jewish state and 43 percent to the Arab state. 
A large part of the Jewish state, however, is  
desert land (Negev), which can only be settled 
with great effort. The Arab members of the  
UN vote against the plan, and the Palestinian 
population is not consulted. As a result of the 
vote on the plan for partition, existing violent 
clashes between Jews and Arabs escalate  
and culminate in civil war.

  9 April 1948 

The Deir Yassin Massacre
During the civil war, Jewish militias carry out  
a massacre of Arab residents of the village of  
Deir Yassin, northwest of Jerusalem. At least  
107 people are killed. Four days later in  
Jerusalem, Arab fighters attack an ambulance 
convoy in retaliation and kill 78 Jews and a  
British soldier.

  14 May 1948 

Israel’s declaration of independence 
The British give up their  mandate for Palestine 
and withdraw their troops. On the same day in  
Tel Aviv, David Ben-Gurion proclaims the  
independence of the new state of Israel. The world 
powers USA and Soviet Union recognise the new 
state immediately afterwards.

11 December 1948 

The right of return and refugee relief agency
Resolution 194 of the UN General Assembly establishes the right 
of return and compensation for Palestinian refugees and their 
descendants. To provide for the refugees, the UN establishes the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees 
in the Near East (UNRWA), which was responsible for around  
6 million beneficiaries in 2024. Following the  7th October  
terrorist attack by Hamas in 2023, the Israeli government 
alleges that UNRWA employees had been involved in the attack, 
albeit without providing any evidence. An internal investigation 
could not rule out involvement in the attacks for nine employees, 
who were dismissed. At the end of 2024, the Israeli parliament 
(Knesset) bans UNRWA from working in Israel, thereby funda-
mentally jeopardising the work of the relief agency.

  February – July 1949 

Armistice agreements  
and the Green Line
The  First Arab-Israeli War ends in 
1949 with several armistice agreements 
between Israel on the one hand and 
Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon and Syria on 
the other. The armistice line – also 
known as the Green Line – forms a 
central reference point for a possible 
border in peace negotiations.  
A Palestinian state is not created; the 
West Bank is annexed by Jordan and 
the Gaza Strip comes under Egyptian 
administration.

  October – December 1956 

The Suez Crisis vs.  
Trilateral Aggression
In July 1956, Egyptian President  
Gamal Abdel Nasser nationalises the 
Suez Canal Company, which was 
majority-controlled by Great Britain 
and France, in order to diminish  
foreign influence in Egypt.  
After international negotiations on the 
rights of use of the Suez Canal fail to 
produce results, France, Great Britain 
and Israel jointly attack Egypt but are 
forced to withdraw under pressure 
from the United States and the Soviet 
Union. With this measure, the US 
government wants to prevent other 
Arab states from turning to the Soviet 
Union in response to the attack.

  October 1959 

Fatah
The Palestinian National Liberation Movement (Fatah, Arabic for 
‘opening, victory, conquest’) is founded in Kuwait by Palestinian 
exiles, including Yasser Arafat. Initially, its goal is the complete 
military ‘liberation of Palestine’, and consequently the destruction 
of Israel, also through terrorist attacks. Under Yasser Arafat’s 
leadership, there is a gradual shift towards diplomacy 
and support for a  two-state solution  
from the 1970s onwards.

  June 1964 

The Palestine Liberation  
Organization (PLO)
The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) is found-
ed under the leadership of the Arab League. After 

Egypt’s defeat in the  Six-Day War, the 
PLO develops increasingly into  
an independent actor. From 1969  

onwards,  Fatah is the  
dominant group within the PLO 
and Yasser Arafat is its chairman 
until his death in 2004.

Population in Israel and the  
occupied Palestinian territories (1967)1:

Israeli Jews: 2.38 million (63.8%) 
Palestinians and Israeli Arabs: 1.35 million (36.2%)

  1967 

The Israeli settler movement
Israeli  settlement construction begins in  
October 1967 after the victory in the  Six-Day War  
and continues to this day. Between 1993 and 2000 
alone, the number of settlers in the West Bank doubles 
from 100,000 to just under 200,000. Today, more than 
737,000 Israelis live in settlements in the West Bank and 
East Jerusalem in violation of international law (as of the 
end of 2024). Some of the settler population live there 
because of economic incentives created by the Israeli 
government; the cost of living is significantly lower thanks 
to state subsidies. Moreover, national-religious Jews see 

control over the West Bank (known to them as Judea and 
Samaria) as a religious duty. Since 2021, there has been 
a significant increase in violent attacks by settlers on the 
Palestinian population. Although the settlers make up 
only ten percent of the Jewish population in Israel, espe-
cially the national religious among them are politically 
very influential. From the end of 2022 on they have been 
members of the  right-wing religious Netanyanhu 
government for the first time, including the Minister of 
National Security Itamar Ben-Gvir, who has a criminal 
record for supporting a terrorist organisation.

  6 – 26 October 1973 

The Yom Kippur War,  
also known as the October War 
or Ramadan War 
A surprise attack by Arab states led by 
Egypt and Syria on the holiest Jewish  
holiday, Yom Kippur, temporarily brings  
Israel to the brink of defeat. Egypt’s main 
motive for the war is to force Israel to  
negotiate the return of the Sinai Peninsula, 
which it had occupied since 1967.  
In response to the war, the UN Security 
Council passes Resolution 338, calling for 
an end to hostilities, the implementation  
of Resolution 242 and international peace  
mediation.

 October 1974 

The PLO achieves  
recognition by the  
United Nations
The UN General Assembly and 
the Arab League recognise the  

 PLO as the legitimate  
representative of the Palestinian 
people. In November 1974, Arafat 
delivers a historic speech to the 
UN General Assembly, in which 
he signals the PLO’s willingness 
to negotiate in principle. 

  1975 – 1990 

The Lebanese Civil War
Violent tensions between different  
Christian and Muslim groups in Lebanon 
erupt. The  PLO participates in the 
civil war, and Syria and Israel repeatedly 
intervene militarily. The Taif Agreement 
ends the civil war after 15 years.

 1977 

Likud
The ruling Labour Party in Israel is held  
responsible for misjudgements in the  

 Yom Kippur War. As a result, the  
right-wing conservative Likud party  
comes to power for the first time in 1977.  
It pushes ahead with Israeli  settlement 
construction on a massive scale and 
regards the occupied Palestinian territo-
ries as part of the historic Eretz Israel  
(Hebrew for ‘Land of Israel’). Leading  
representatives of the party advocate the 
annexation of the West Bank, that is its 
forced incorporation into Israeli territory.

 March 1979 

The Camp David Accords: the peace  
treaty between Israel and Egypt
Following an historic speech by Egyptian President  
Anwar Sadat in November 1977 before the Israeli parliament 
(Knesset) in Jerusalem, a peace treaty between Egypt and 
Israel is concluded in 1979 with US mediation in negotiations 
held at Camp David (Maryland, USA). Both states end the  
state of war that had lasted since 1948, and Israel withdraws 
from the Sinai Peninsula, which it had occupied since 1967,  
and from the settlements it had built there. In response to  
the peace agreement, the Arab League suspends Egypt's  
membership for ten years.

  30 July 1980 

The Jerusalem Law
With the Jerusalem Law, Israel formalises its 1967 
annexation of East Jerusalem. The UN Security 
Council declares the annexation illegal under 
international law in Resolution 478 and therefore 
calls on all states to withdraw their diplomatic 
missions from  Jerusalem.

Jerusalem and its holy sites
Jerusalem is equally sacred to Jews, Christians, 
and Muslims. This makes the city's status  
particularly controversial in the Middle East conflict. 
Jews pray in front of the Western Wall of the  
Second Jewish Temple, known as the Wailing Wall, 
which borders the Temple Mount. For Muslims,  
the Holy Esplanade known as Haram al-Sharif  
(Arabic for ‘noble sanctuary’), with the Dome of the 
Rock and the Al-Aqsa Mosque, is the most  
important site in Islam after Mecca and Medina. 
Furthermore, there are also holy sites and places 
of importance to Christianity, especially in the Old 
City and on the Mount of Olives. Following the 

 First Arab-Israeli War, Jordan controls East 
Jerusalem and thus also the holy sites. Between 
1949 and 1967, Jews have no access to the  

Wailing Wall. Israel invades 

East Jerusalem in the  Six-Day War.  
From an Israeli perspective, Jerusalem is thus 
reunited, and the Wailing Wall is under Jewish 
control again for the first time in almost  
2,000 years. Access to the Holy Esplanade had 
been regulated by an informally recognised  
arrangement since the Israeli occupation of East 
Jerusalem in 1967. According to this arrangement, 
Israel controls access, which is open to everyone 
in principle. However, only Muslims are allowed  
to pray there. National religious Jewish settlers 
repeatedly gain access to the plateau to pray 
there, even though the Jewish Chief Rabbinate 
and leading rabbis in Israel oppose these visits. 
They are regarded by Muslims as a threat to their 
claim to the holy sites, which is why there have 
been repeated violent clashes. 

 8 December 1987 –  

13 September 1993 

The First Intifada
Israeli  occupation and settlement 
construction had led to considerable 
tensions with the Palestinian population 
since 1967. These tensions erupt in 
December 1987 in the First Intifada  
(Arabic for ‘shaking off, popular  
uprising’), a violent uprising directed 
primarily against the Israeli occupying 
power. As a result, 179 Israelis and  
1,162 Palestinians are killed.

Hamas
Hamas (Arabic for  
‘Islamic Resistance Movement’) 
is founded immediately after the 
outbreak of the  First Intifada, as a  
militant splinter group of the Palestinian  
Muslim Brotherhood. Its goal, as an Islamist 
nationalist movement, is to achieve the  
‘liberation of all Palestine’ through armed  
struggle and thus the destruction of Israel as  
a Jewish state and the establishment of an  
Islamic state. It rejects the  Oslo Accords 
and sabotages the peace process of the 1990s 
through terrorist attacks. In 2006, Hamas wins 
the Palestinian parliamentary elections, and  
in 2007 it seizes power in the Gaza Strip in  
a coup. It is primarily responsible for the  

 7th October terrorist attack on Israel in 
2023. The EU, the USA and many other states 
classify Hamas as a terrorist organisation.

 15 November 1988 

Palestinian Declaration of Independence
The  PLO responds to the  First Intifada with the Palestinian 
Declaration of Independence, proclaiming a Palestinian state 
within the  Green Line. This is tantamount to de facto recogni-
tion of Israel. Moreover, the PLO renounces violence in the future, 
paving the way for negotiations. The Palestinian flag, like that of 
many other Arab states, is black, white, green and red. To date, 
157 of the 193 UN member states have recognised Palestine, but 
Germany and the USA are not among them.

 30 October – 1 November 1991  

The Middle East Peace  
Conference in Madrid
The United States initiate a  
peace conference in which Israel, Jordan, 
Syria and Lebanon participate for the first 
time. Palestinian representatives are part  
of the Jordanian delegation.  

The two-state solution
The idea of resolving the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict by creating two independent states 
is first formulated in 1937 by the Peel 
Commission, which was appointed by  
the British Mandate administration  
(  British plan for partition). With the 
1947  UN plan for partition, the UN 
General Assembly also proposes such  
a solution. Negotiations between Israel 
and the  PLO in the wake of the  

 Oslo Accords raise hopes for the  
realisation of a two-state solution. In the 
early 2000s, several attempts in this direc-
tion fail, including those by US President  
Clinton (  Camp David II, 2000), the  
Arab League (2002) and the Middle East 
Quartet (2003). In 2002, the UN Security 
Council explicitly endorses a two-state 
solution for the first time. The 2007  

 Annapolis Conference leads to 
far-reaching direct negotiations, which also 
address  final status issues. Many 
observers now consider the two-state 
solution to be virtually impossible to  
implement. Nevertheless, the European 
Union, for example, maintains support for 
this idea. Alternatives, such as a binational 
state in which the Jewish and Palestinian 
populations would have equal rights, or a 
confederation in which Israel and Palestine 
would form an alliance as independent 
states, have so far been discussed mainly 
within sections of Israeli and Palestinian 
civil society.

 1994 – present 

Attacks on  
the civilian population
On both sides of the conflict, opponents of the peace process try to sabotage 
progress between Israel and the  PLO through terrorist attacks. In February 
1994, the Jewish extremist Baruch Goldstein kills 29 praying Palestinians in the 
Patriarch’s Cave/Ibrahimi Mosque in Hebron. In April,  Hamas carries out a 
suicide attack at a bus station in Hadera. Violence escalates further during the 

 Second Intifada. In June 2001, a Hamas suicide bomber kills 21 Israelis in 
the Dolphinarium discotheque in Tel Aviv. In March 2002, another Hamas suicide 
bomber kills 30 Israelis during the Passover festival in a hotel in Netanya,  
including many survivors of the  Holocaust. As from 2010, there is an increase 
in acts of violence by militant  Israeli settlers against the Palestinian  
population in the West Bank. In February 2023, hundreds of settlers storm 
through the village of Huwara, setting buildings and cars on fire killing one  
and injuring 100 Palestinians. Settler violence increases significantly following  
the  7th October terrorist attack by Hamas in 2023.

 26 October 1994 

The peace treaty between  
Israel and Jordan
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and  
Jordan’s King Hussein sign the Israeli-Jordanian 
peace treaty. Following the peace accord with Egypt 
in 1979, this is only the second peace agreement 
between Israel and one of its Arab neighbours.

 1996 

Elections in the occupied 
Palestinian territories
Parliamentary and presidential elections 
are held in the occupied Palestinian 
territories for the first time. Yasser Arafat 
is elected PA president, and Fatah wins 
a majority in the elections to the  
Palestinian Legislative Council.

 2002 – 2003 

Peace initiatives
In response to the escalation of violence  
during the  Second Intifada, the  
Arab League, led by the Saudi Arabian  
Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, propose 
the Arab Peace Initiative in March 2002, 
offering Israel the prospect of normalised 
relations with all Arab states. In return, 
Israel would have to agree to a  

 two-state solution based on the  
  Green Line. In November 2002, the 

Middle East Quartet, consisting of the 
European Union, the United Nations,  
the United States and Russia, presents 
the ‘Roadmap for Peace’, a step-by-step 
plan aimed at achieving a two-state  
solution. In October 2003, the Geneva 
Initiative – founded by high-ranking  
former Palestinian and Israeli politicians –  
presents a detailed draft peace plan, 
which also refers to the Roadmap and 
the Arab Peace Initiative. 

 June 2002 

The West Bank Barrier
In the wake of  attacks on the civilian 
population during the  Second Intifada, 
the Israeli government decides to build a 
barrier in the West Bank, to separate the 
Israeli and Palestinian populations. Numer-
ous Israeli army checkpoints restrict the 
freedom of movement of the Palestinian 
population. Due to its deviation from the 

  Green Line, the International Court of 
Justice declares the barrier to be contrary 
to international law in 2004.

 11 November 2004 

The death of  
Yasser Arafat
After the death of Yasser 
Arafat, Mahmoud Abbas is 
elected in January 2005 as 
his successor as President  
of the Palestinian Authority 
and Chairman of  Fatah 
and the  PLO.

 August 2005 

The Gaza Disengagement Plan
The US government under George W. 
Bush puts pressure on Israel to make con-
cessions in the peace process. Israeli 
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon implements the 
evacuation of settlements and military 
bases in the Gaza Strip and four isolated 
settlements in the West Bank. The evacua-
tion causes considerable domestic protest 
and is not coordinated with the PA.  

 Hamas is therefore able to claim it as  
a success of its armed ‘resistance’.

 January 2006 

The Hamas election victory 
 Hamas wins the second  

Palestinian parliamentary elections in 
a surprise victory. A government made 
up of experts is sabotaged by  

 Fatah and internationally isolated 
by the EU and the US.

 July/August 2006 

The second Lebanon War
Israel responds to the kidnapping of  
two Israeli soldiers by Hezbollah with military 
intervention in Lebanon. Israel carries out 
extensive air strikes and invades with ground 
troops. Hezbollah fires rockets at Israel.  
The war ends through UN mediation  
with Security Council Resolution 1701.

 June 2007 

Hamas takes power  
in the Gaza Strip
After civil war-like clashes between 

 Fatah and  Hamas, the latter  
seizes power in the Gaza Strip. 
Israel responds by imposing a block-
ade on the Gaza Strip. Due to contin-
ued Israeli control, the Gaza 
Strip is still considered occu-
pied under international law.

 27 November 2007 

Annapolis Conference
Direct peace negotiations between  
Israel’s Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and  

 PLO Chairman Mahmoud Abbas resume 
in Annapolis (USA) with the mediation of US 
President George W. Bush. The negotiations 
end without result for the time being.

 September 2011 

Palestine at the United Nations
A Palestinian application for full UN membership 
fails. In 2012, the General Assembly at the  
UN headquarters in New York votes to admit  
Palestine as a non-member observer state: Palestine 
is recognised as a state by the General Assembly  
but is not a member of the UN. As a result, Palestine 
joins the International Criminal Court and other  
international organisations and conventions.

 December 2016 

Resolution 2334 on settlement  
construction
UN Security Council Resolution 2334 condemns 
Israeli  settlement construction in the occupied 
Palestinian territories as a serious violation of  
international law. It is the first resolution on  
settlement construction since 1980 that has not 
been vetoed by the United States.

 19 July 2018 

Israel’s Nation-State Law
The Israeli parliament passes the Nation-State 
Law, which enshrines the Jewish character  
of the Israeli state and declares Hebrew the 
only national language, thereby downgrading  
Arabic. Critics see this as a threat to the  
democratically guaranteed equal rights of all, 
including non-Jews, in Israel.

 September 2020 

The Abraham Accords
Israel on the one hand and the United Arab Emirates, 
Bahrain, Morocco and Sudan on the other normalise 
their diplomatic relations with US government  
mediation. After decades of isolation in the region – 
apart from the peace agreements with Egypt in 1979  
(  Camp David Accords) and Jordan in 1994 –  
the Abraham Accords are an historic breakthrough.  
Normalisation of relations between Israel and Saudi 
Arabia is still pending, particularly because the Saudi 
leadership is making it contingent on the prospect  
of a Palestinian state.

 December 2022 

The right-wing religious  
Netanyahu government
Following the fall of a government led by Naftali Bennett and 
Yair Lapid after only 1.5 years in office, Benjamin Netanyahu 
becomes head of government again with a right-wing religious 
coalition. With in total more than 23 years in office (as of 2025), 
he is the longest-serving Israeli prime minister. The guiding  
principle of government policy is the ‘exclusive and inalienable 
right of the Jewish people to the whole country’. Netanyahu only 
succeeds in returning to office by breaking a political taboo and 
including extreme right-wing parties, such as the representa-
tives of the  Israeli settler movement, in his government.

Population in Israel and the  
occupied Palestinian territories (2022)1:

Israeli Jews: 7.10 million (48.1%) 
Palestinians and Israeli Arabs: 7.14 million (48.4%)

 2023 

Mass protests
From January to October, hundreds of thousands  
of Israelis across the country protest against the 

 Netanyahu government’s planned judicial reform. 
This would effectively amount to the abolition of the 
separation of powers. From 2024 onwards, against the 
backdrop of the  Gaza war, there will be renewed 
major protests in Israel demanding the release of the 
hostages (‘Bring Them Home’) and an end to the war.

 7 October 2023 

The 7th October terrorist attack  
by Hamas

 Hamas and other militant groups break through 
the border fence around the Gaza Strip, attack  
Israel with rockets, brutally murder around  
1,200 people and abduct around 250 hostages  
to the Gaza Strip.

 7 October 2023  
The Gaza war
In response to the  terrorist attack, Israel declares war on 

 Hamas and launches a military attack on the Gaza Strip, 
initially with air strikes and artillery fire, followed shortly after-
wards by a comprehensive ground offensive. By October 2025, 
Hamas is significantly weakened but not destroyed. At least 
66,000 people have been killed and over 167,000 injured.  
Of the 2.2 million inhabitants of the Gaza Strip, 1.9 million have 
fled their homes. The humanitarian situation is catastrophic. 
The UN as well as international and Israeli human rights organi-
sations accuse Israel of war crimes and, in some cases,  
genocide. Regarding the latter, a lawsuit is pending before the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ) in The Hague.

 November 2023 

The first hostage deal
Qatar, Egypt and the US broker 
a ceasefire (24–30 November), 
access for humanitarian aid 
and an exchange of Israeli 
hostages and Palestinian  
prisoners (50 : 150).  

 19 July 2024 

Ruling of the International 
Court of Justice
The International Court of Justice  
declares the Israeli  occupation  
of the Palestinian territories illegal.

 16 January  – 18 March 2025 

Ceasefire agreement and  
further hostage deal 
Israel and  Hamas agree, with the  
mediation of the US, Qatar and Egypt,  
on an agreement for a ceasefire in the 
Gaza Strip. This provides for the release 
of Israeli hostages abducted to the Gaza 
Strip and Palestinian prisoners held in 
detention in Israel (33 hostages and over 
1,000 Palestinian prisoners in the first 
phase). After the first phase ends, Net-
anyahu calls an end to the cease-
fire, resumes the military offensive 
and drastically restricts the flow 
of humanitarian aid.

H
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 8 October 2023 

Confrontation between Hezbollah and Israel
The Lebanese Hezbollah and the Yemeni Houthis attack Israel 
with rockets. In September 2024, tensions escalate in Lebanon.  
Israel kills Hezbollah leader Nasrallah, carries out massive air 
strikes and invades Lebanon in a ground offensive. At the end of 
November 2024, Israel and Hezbollah agree to a ceasefire initially 
lasting 60 days, brokered by the US.

 13 June 2025 

Conflict escalates between 
Israel and Iran
The shadow war between Israel and Iran, 
which had been simmering for years, 
develops into open confrontation. In June 
2025, the conflict escalates when Israel 
attacks numerous targets in Iran, killing 
several military commanders and nuclear 
scientists. According to the Israeli  
government, the aim of the attacks is to 
stop Iran's nuclear programme, which 
Israel sees as an existential threat.  
Iran considers the attack a declaration of 
war and retaliates with counterattacks. 
The United States intervene in the conflict 
on the night of 21 to 22 June 2025,  
dropping bunker-busting bombs on  
Iranian nuclear facilities, some of which 
are located underground. 

The Labour Party
From the founding of the state until 1977, 
the Israeli government is led by the Labour 
Avoda Party (Hebrew for ‘work’) or its  
predecessor. Among its most famous  
leaders are David Ben-Gurion, Golda Meir, 
Yitzhak Rabin, Shimon Peres, and  
Ehud Barak. In the 1990s, it plays a key role 
in advancing the  Oslo peace process,  
but its importance diminishes following  
the  assassination of Rabin. In the  
2022 Knesset elections, it gains less than  
four percent of the vote.

                                           

“The bullet holes from the 1967 
war can still be seen on the wall of my 
house today. (...) Money comes and goes,  

that wasn’t so bad. But we lost our dignity –  
and that’s the worst thing.”    

Anwar Arafat, Palestinian2

Arab nationalism
A separate national consciousness also  
develops in the Arab world during the second 
half of the 19th century, parallel to political 

 Zionism. Particularly in opposition to  
Ottoman rule and as a rejection of European 
colonialism in the region, national movements 
aiming for state independence evolve,  
especially in Arab urban centres such as  
Cairo and Damascus. In the course of the 

 British Mandate period in the 1920s,  
a specifically Palestinian national  
consciousness increasingly emerges in  
contrast to political Zionism. 

“The catastrophe which recently befell the Jewish people - the massacre of millions of Jews in Europe - was anoth-er clear demonstration of the urgency of solving the problem of its homeless-ness by re-establishing in Eretz-Israel the Jewish State, which would open the gates of the homeland wide to every Jew and confer upon the Jewish people the status of a fully privileged member of the comity of nations.”
Israeli Declaration of Independence (14 May 1948)

 
“When we heard explosions 

near our village, panic broke out. 
We were so afraid that we fled without 

any belongings, money or clothes.  
Everyone was running for their lives. 
I thought we were only leaving our 

village for a few days.” 
Halima Sanakre, Palestinian2

  15 May 1948 – 20 July 1949 

First Arab-Israeli War 
The neighbouring Arab states of Egypt, Jordan, 
Syria, Lebanon and Iraq attack Israel. Israel man-
ages to defend itself and conquer more territory 
than provided for in the  UN plan for partition. 
Egypt conquers the Gaza Strip, Jordan the West 
Bank and East Jerusalem. As a result, around 
700,000 Palestinians are forced to flee the territory 
controlled by Israel or are actively displaced.  
They flee to the West Bank, the Gaza Strip,  
Jordan, Lebanon and Syria. The war is remem-
bered positively on the Israeli side due to the  
independence it defended, while the Arab or  
Palestinian side refers to it as the Nakba  
(Arabic for ‘catastrophe’) due to defeat, flight  
and displacement.

  5 September 1972 

The Munich Massacre
In September 1972, 27 years after the end of  National Socialism, the Olympic 
Games are held in Munich. On the eleventh day of the games, the Palestinian terrorist 
group ̒Black September’, which had links to the  PLO, attacks the Israeli team  
headquarters, murdering two Israelis and taking nine others hostage. The games  

are interrupted. During a police rescue operation, the terrorists also murder the nine 
hostages and a policeman.
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Population in Mandatory Palestine 
(1946)1:

Jews: 600,000 (31%) 
Arabs (Muslims and Christians): 1.31 million (67%)

19161916

“The prevailing eve
nts in Palestine e

xposed the 

concealed aggres
sive intentions of

 the Zionists and 

their imperialistic motives (...). The Arab States 

emphatically and re
peatedly declare 

that their 

intervention in P
alestine has been prompted solely 

by the considerati
ons and for the aims set out 

above [to restore la
w and order and to

 prevent 

disturbances prevailing 
in Palestine from spread-

ing into their ter
ritories and to ch

eck further 

bloodshed] and th
at they are not i

nspired  

by any other motive whatsoever.”

Declaration of the Arab League  

(15 May 1948)

                                           

“I have witnessed wars  
from an early age. I myself fought  

in the War of Independence, the Suez 
War, the Six-Day War, the Yom Kippur 

War and many other campaigns.  
My son fought. My grandson fought. 

He is lying wounded in hospital.  
And I believe my grandson’s grandson  

will also fight.”
Abraham Bar-Am, Israeli2
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  June – September 1982 

The Lebanon War
Israel invades Lebanon to attack the  PLO. 
This leads to massacres of hundreds of  
Palestinian refugees in the Lebanese refugee 
camps of Sabra and Shatila by Falangists, 
right-wing Christian militias allied with Israel. 
Southern Lebanon remains under Israeli 
occupation until Israel's withdrawal in 2000.

  7 July 1937 

The British plan for partition 
In response to the  Arab Revolt, the British Peel 
Commission proposes for the first time the  
partition of Palestine into an Arab and a Jewish state, 
that is, a  two-state solution. 

“Setting off a bomb on a  
public holiday - where people sit 

together - Holocaust survivors. I don’t 
think Israel has been the same country 

since then. (...) The milieu that  
supported the peace process has  
turned its back on this process.” 

Nathan Sznaider,  
Israeli sociologist4

  5 – 10 June 1967 

The Six-Day War or June War  
Egypt's President Nasser deploys troops to the Sinai, 
blocks Israel's access to the Red Sea and threatens the 
state with annihilation. Israel sees this as an act of war 
and attacks Egypt. Jordan and Syria join the war on the 
Egyptian side. Israel is victorious within six days and  
conquers the Egyptian Sinai, the Syrian Golan Heights, 
the Gaza Strip, the West Bank and East Jerusalem.  
Symbolic of the Israeli victory is the photo of the  
Israeli paratrooper unit in front of the Western Wall in the 
conquered eastern part of  Jerusalem. The victory 
establishes within Israel the myth of its invincibility,  
while the Arab side sees its defeat as a Naksa  
(Arabic for ‘setback’). The Arab League responds with  
the ‘Three No's of Khartoum’: no peace with Israel,  
no negotiations with Israel and no recognition of Israel.  
In November 1967, the UN Security Council passes  
Resolution 242, establishing the principle of ‘land for 
peace’. This is based on the demand that Israel withdraw 
from the occupied territories in return for a lasting peace.
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“At the beginning I thought how great 
it was [to be able to visit the Wailing Wall 
again], I was really excited. After a while,  

I saw the problems and realized that it’s not 
that easy. I realized that the hatred against  

us was growing on the other side.” 
Jitzchak Feller, Israeli2

“What we were up against 
was as clear as daylight for us.  

Until this very day I can’t understand 
how people don’t realize that we faced a 
continuation of the European Holocaust,  

that we, the Jews in the land of Israel,  
were facing extermination. That was the 

plan and we heard and saw it.”
Haggai Horowitz, Israeli3

“His Majesty's Government view with favour the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people and will use their best endeavours to facilitate the achievement of this object, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine (...).”
Balfour Declaration (2 November 1917)

 October 2025 

An end to the Gaza war?
On October 6, negotiations begin in 
Egypt on the details of a 20-point plan 
presented by US President Trump 
aimed at ending the  Gaza War. On 
October 9,  Hamas and the Israeli 
government agree to implement the 
first phase of the plan, resulting in a 
cessation of hostilities. On October 13, 
Hamas hands over all 20 surviving 
Israeli hostages. In return, Israel  
releases nearly 2,000 Palestinian pris-
oners, including 250 who had been 
sentenced to life imprisonment. The 
plan also calls for the complete with-
drawal of the Israeli army from the 
Gaza Strip and the disarmament of 
Hamas. A transitional government 
made up of non-partisan Palestinian 
experts is to administer the Gaza Strip 
under international supervision.

                                           
“The violence was a reaction to 

problems. And the problems lay in Israel’s 
refusal to implement the peace process  

and put an end to the occupation.”
Mustafa Barghouti, Palestinian doctor  

and politician4

Timeline
19th – 21st Century

The Middle East conflict

                                        
“My mother was born during the 

Ottoman occupation. I was born during 
the British occupation, my children during 

the Jordanian occupation, and their children 
during the Israeli occupation. There is always 
someone who wants this land, but never anyone 

who wants us. Isn’t that a tragedy?”
Amelie Dschaqaman, Palestinian2

Occupation and settlement  
construction
For the Palestinian population in the Gaza Strip, the 
West Bank and East Jerusalem, the  Six-Day War  
of 1967 marked the beginning of ongoing Israeli  
occupation and the construction of settlements. To this 
day, the Golan Heights, East Jerusalem, the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip remain under Israeli occupation  
according to international law. With few exceptions,  
the Israeli annexation of the Golan Heights and East 
Jerusalem is not recognised internationally. Due to the 
ongoing Israeli blockade of the Gaza Strip since 2007 
and continued Israeli control over land and sea borders 
as well as airspace, the Gaza Strip is still considered 
occupied under international law, despite the withdrawal 
of Israeli troops in 2005. 

In July 2024, the International Court of Justice (ICJ)  
declares that not only the construction of settlements, 
but also the Israeli occupation of the West Bank, East 
Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip is contrary to international 
law and calls on Israel to withdraw immediately from  
the occupied territories.

Internal Palestinian division and  
efforts at reconciliation
Following the split between  Fatah and  Hamas 
in 2007, there have been repeated internationally 
mediated efforts at reconciliation. In 2017, both 
sides sign an agreement providing for the transfer  
of civil control of the Gaza Strip to the PA. However, 
it is not implemented. In 2020, Hamas and Fatah 
agree on an accord that also provides for parlia-
mentary and presidential elections to be held the 
following year. The agreement fails after President 
Abbas cancels the elections at short notice in April 
2021. In 2022, Algeria mediates another agreement, 
which is also not implemented. The implemen tation 
of a reconciliation agreement brokered by China in 
July 2024 is still pending. 

The Areas A, B and C 
The PA only have full control over civil and  
security matters in Area A, which comprises the 
urban centres of the West Bank. In the more 
sparsely populated Area B, Palestinian control is 
limited to civil aspects, while Israel retains full 
control over Area C, which comprises over  
60 percent of the West Bank. The Israeli  
settlements are situated in Area C, but according 
to the United Nations, up to 300,000 Palestinians 
also live there. The scope of Area A and thus full 
Palestinian control was to be gradually extended 
over a five-year transition period. During this 
phase, the  final status issues were also due 
to be resolved. In 1996, parliamentary and  
presidential elections are held in the occupied 
territories for the first time.

 4 November 1995 

The assassination  
of Rabin
A Jewish extremist, Yigal Amir, 
assassinates Israeli  
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin at 
a peace rally in Tel Aviv. Rabin’s 
death proves to be a serious 
setback for the peace process 
with the Palestinians.

Final status issues
Final status issues refer to particularly contentious issues 
between the parties to the conflict, the resolution of which  
is essential for a solution to the Middle East conflict: 
•  the border between Israel and a future Palestinian state,
•  the status of  Jerusalem as the potential capital 

of both states,
•  the fate of Palestinian refugees from the  First 

 Arab- Israeli War and their descendants,
•   illegal Israeli settlement activities in the occupied  

Palestinian territories,
•  agreements to ensure security,
•  agreements on the management of water resources.

 July 2000 

Camp David II and the Second Intifada
Israel’s Prime Minister Ehud Barak and  PLO Chairman  
Yasser Arafat meet at Camp David (USA) to negotiate the  

 final status issues omitted from the  Oslo Accords.  
The negotiations, mediated by the United States, fail.
The Israeli opposition leader, Ariel Sharon, visits  
Haram al-Sharif/Temple Mount in  Jerusalem. This is seen 
as a provocation and leads to the outbreak of the Second 
Intifada (‘Al-Aqsa Intifada’) with around 3,200 deaths on the  
Palestinian side and 1,000 on the Israeli side.

 2008–2021

The Gaza wars
Following Palestinian rocket attacks, Israel  
launches a military intervention in the Gaza Strip  
in December 2008. Around 1,400 Palestinians and  
13 Israelis are killed before a ceasefire is reached 
in January 2009. 

The killing of a senior leader of  Hamas’ military 
wing in November 2012, is followed by eight days 
of Palestinian rocket attacks on Israel and Israeli 
air strikes in the Gaza Strip. 

The kidnapping and murder of three Israeli  
teenagers by Hamas in July 2014 leads to a seven- 
week war in the Gaza Strip, with 2,100 deaths on 
the Palestinian side and 73 on the Israeli side. 

In the course of the ‘Great March of Return’  
beginning in March 2018, protesters from the  
Gaza Strip attempt to cross the security fence into 
Israel. In total over 170 Palestinians are killed. 

In May 2021, there are clashes between Israeli  
police and Palestinian population in Jerusalem, 
which Hamas uses as an opportunity to fire  
rockets at Israel. Israel responds with air strikes  
on the Gaza Strip. The fighting claims 250 lives in 
the Gaza Strip and 13 in Israel.

 23/24 August 1929 

The Hebron Massacre
Against a backdrop of rising tension between the 
Jewish and Arab national movements, a group of Arab 
residents from Hebron kill a total of 67 Jews. The 
trigger is a dispute over  Jerusalem and its holy 
sites. Following the massacre, the Jewish population 
is evacuated from Hebron by the  British Mandate 
authorities and is not allowed to return to the town.

German-Israeli relations
In the Luxembourg Agreement of 1952, the Federal 
Republic of Germany undertakes to pay compensa-
tion to Israel and the Jewish Claims Conference  
(an association of Jewish organisations representing 
survivors of the  Holocaust) for the Jewish victims 
of  National Socialism as a symbol of reparation 
for the injustice perpetrated by the Nazis. This was  
followed initially by secret military cooperation, and 
the two countries subsequently established official 
diplomatic relations in 1965. Since then, bilateral  
relations have continued to strengthen. From the  
mid-1990s onwards, Germany made an important 
contribution to Israel's nuclear deterrent by supplying 
nuclear-capable submarines. In addition, the German 
government sees its support for a peace settlement 
between Israel and its Arab neighbours as a  
contribution to Israel's security. In a speech to the 
Knesset in March 2008, Chancellor Merkel declares 
Israel's security to be an issue of German national 
interest, without, however, explaining in detail what 
this meant in concrete terms.

1922-481922-48
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 13 September 1993 

The Oslo peace process
In the Oslo I Agreement (‘Declaration of  
Principles’), the  PLO and Israel recognise 
each other. As a result, the 1994 Gaza-Jericho 
Agreement establishes the Palestinian Authority 
(PA), which is granted limited rights to  
self-government. The 1995 Oslo II Agreement  
(‘Interim Agreement’) regulates the division of 
the West Bank into  Areas A, B and C. 

Population in Israel and  
the occupied Palestinian territories (1993)1:

Israeli Jews: 4.34 million (60.2%)  
Palestinians and Israeli Arabs: 2.87 million (39.8%)
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ABDULLATIF BIN RASCHID AL ZAYANI 
( BAHRAIN )

ABDULLAH BIN ZAYED AL NAHYAN  
( VAE )

BENJAMIN NETANYAHU  
( ISRAEL )

DONALD TRUMP  
( USA )

 January 2020 

Trump’s ‘Deal of the Century’
US President Trump presents his idea for resolving the 
Middle East conflict, dubbed the ‘Deal of the Century.’  
It does not provide for a sovereign Palestinian state and 
envisages the annexation of around 30 percent of the 
West Bank by Israel. In 2017, Trump recognises  

 Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, effectively ruling 
out the Palestinian claim to East Jerusalem as the  
capital of their own state. In 2019, he recognises Israel’s 
annexation of the Golan Heights.
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The Jewish State (1896)

In countries where we have  
lived for centuries we are still 
cried down as strangers. (...)  
Palestine is our ever-memorable 
historic home.
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Speech at the General Assembly of the 

United Nations (13 November 1974)

Speech to the Knesset (18 March 2008)
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